
Devin Pendas is a historian of international law and political violence. An 

associate professor of history at Boston College, he is the author or editor of several 

books, including The Frankfurt Auschwitz Trial, 1963-1965: Genocide, History and the 

Limits of the Law and Political Trials in History and Theory. He has also written more than 

two dozen scholarly articles on legal history and mass violence.  

 

In this seminar series, Pendas offers a history of international law from the mid-Nineteenth 

Century to the present, tracing the emergence of a "legalist paradigm of war" that tried, 

and largely failed,  to constrain and civilize political violence. 

 

 

Language: English 

Free admission 

For inquiries: Associate Prof. Liubomir K. Topaloff 

Email: topaloff@meiji.ac.jp 

“The Magical Scent of the Savage’ Political Violence 

The Origins of the Legalist Paradigm of War, 1861-1945” 

@ Room 4021 (2F) Global Front, Surugadai Campus 

“Human Rights, Political Violence and the Limits of Law: 

The Legalist Paradigm of War, 1945-2000” 

@ Room 003 (B1F) Building No. 1, Izumi Campus 

“Between Freedom Fighters and Terrorists – The Politics 

of International Criminal Law in the 1970s” 

@ Room 409 (4F), Nakano Campus 

明治大学国際交流基金事業特別講義 
Special Lectures for the International Exchange Fund, Meiji University 

The first seminar considers the colonial origins of efforts to 

criminalize some forms of political violence, while at the same 

time protecting the rights of European colonial states to 

intervene globally. The second seminar traces the impact of 

emerging human rights ideas on international law and efforts to 

combat mass atrocity. Finally, the third seminar examines the 

failed attempts in the 1970s to draft an international anti-

terrorism convention as a way of assessing the impact of 

decolonization on the development of international law.  

Evolution of International Law on Political Violence 


