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Report of the program activities (during the program)

Date of reporting year 2019 month November day 7

Host University California State University Channel Islands

| belong to a specific department(Please fill out the following information)

3 Name of the department: Communication

Department you belonging to [ ] I do not belong to any specific department and taking the classes of

at the host university various majors

[]Other:

Duration of the exchange Year 2019 month August to year 2020 month June
program

Department you belong to at | School of Global Japanese Studies Major(field of study) Global Japanese Studies /

Meiji University Graduate school of Major

Year (before departure) Undergraduate: year sophomore ,~Graduate [[JMasters []Doctorate year

|. How did you find the information to prepare for your departure? Please report and give some

advises for future exchange students going abroad on what they need to know and be

informed.

It is important to research the school and the area where you are studying. It was good that | was able to
enhance my listening by listening to music and dramas to interact with English everyday. On the other hand, it
was not good that | leaved my weakness of reading. | should prepare for it as well as listening and building
vocabulary.

I -1. Preparing before going exchange program (About VISA)

Type:J1 Where to apply:US embassy
How long did it take to get a VISA:about 3 weeks Cost:¥17600

(How long did it take from the application to the acquisition of
your VISA?)

What kinds of documents were required to submit to apply for VISA? How did you prepare those

documents?

Interview appointment letter from the National Visa Center, Unexpired passport, one color passport photographs,
DS-160

Please report on the details of applying process.

Create DS-160, pay visa application and SEVIS fees, book interview, and prepare for interview.

If you took any interview at the Embassy, please report on the details of the questions you were asked.
It was confirmed what country to go to, what the purpose is, how long are you going to study abroad, and

whether you are willing to return to your home country after you finished the program.

Were there any difficulties or notices to take the VISA?
| made a typo when | applied for my visa, so it took me a while to contact the embassy and correct it.




II -2. Preparation before departing for exchange program (Other topics)

Please report on any other necessary preparation before your departure. (E.g. Preparation of money,

purchasing a cellphone, shipments of your commodities, and etc.)

America is cashless society, so you do not need much cash. However, it is need when dividing with a friend.
In my case, | have brought $500 from Japan.

Il. After Arrival

1. Arrival Information

Airline JAL
How to purchase air
ticket KA BLERATH - RIT YA, BRMZEHERENHIIETEALTREL,
Arrival airport LAX Arrival time 12:45
[ Pick-up of | [JPick-up of | [] Public transportation [Otaxi []other Lyft
How to get to the campus host university | your friend (OBus [Train)
How long did it take from | 1.5 hour
the airport to the
campus?

Are there any important points to get to the campus? Please inform on the cost of taxi or any

transportations.

Uber and Lyft require phone number registration, so get a local number and use the airport Wi-Fi to download the app.

It was about $65 from LAX to campus.

Arrival date month August date 19 time 12

2. Housing

Did you check-in | [ |Yes If your answer is “No”: The date you checked-in was...

soon after | [v]No month 8 day 23

arriving?

Type of housing | []Dormitory []Apartment []Other( )

Type of the | [/]Alone [two persons []Other( )

room

Room mates []Japanese Student []International Student Other (All 5 members were American
Students)

How to find the | [¥]Recommendation from host university [ Jby yourself []Other( )

accommodation

Details of the | Wait for student number to be issued, fill in the on-campus housing application, and complete

application the payment.

Have you decided your accommodation before departure or after arriving easily? Were there any troubles
to find it?

| was thinking to get what | needed early, but the time was limited because it was one week before departure that the place of

residence was decided. Also, there were many times when information did not come on time, so it is important to contact them.




3. Orientation

Was there any orientation? YeS [ INo

Date Audust 22

Was it mandatory to attend? [v]Yes  [INo

Did it cost any? []No. It's free of charge. [ lYes(Cost: )
Contents (details) Campus tour

Was there any special guidance Yes |:|N0

arranged for exchange students?

Date of beginning of the class Month August day 26
IV. Other process to be completed after arriving

1. Was it necessary to get any permission of staying after arriving? If yes, where, report on when, and how

to apply for a permission? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?

Yes, it was. | registered on the web the next day | arrived.

2. Were there any other procedures you completed after arriving? (E.g. medical checkup, inoculation and
etc.) If yes, report on where, when, and how did you complete them? How long and how much did it take?

Was there any trouble?
No

3. Did you open any bank account abroad? How did you open it and what kinds of documents were

required to apply? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?
No

4. Did you purchase any cellphone? How did you open it and what kinds of documents were required to

purchase it? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?
Yes, | did. | bought an American sim card in Japan and tried activation once before | left the country. In the first

week, 4G were hardly connected and | could hardly get in touch with my parents. After that, the connection

gradually stabilized.

V. Course registration and classes

1. When and how did you register your courses?

[v|Before departure (approximate date: month Feburary day 20)
[v]Online [IFilling out an application form [_] Not allowed to register [ Jother( )

[]After arriving (approximate date: around month day )

[ 1Online [With support by International office at the host university
[] Not allowed to register [ Jother( )

Was there any priority as an exchange student? [ JYes No

If your answer is Yes, please report on the details.

If your answer is No, how did you register your classes?
The classes were leveled into 100, 200, 300, and 400. | was encouraged to choose a basic level of 100 or 200.

If you had registered the courses before departure, could you change or add any classes after arriving? Could

you register all the classes which you wished to attend?
Changes and additions were possible until the third week after the start of the class. Go to the class you want to

take and talk to the professor, them you could apply from the online page by yourself.

| was able to take all the classes that | applied.




VI. Weekly Schedule (Please enter your daily life such as class, activities, and self studies.)

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

7:00

8:00

9:00

COMM200 COMM200
10:00

11:00

12:00

ANTH102 ANTH102 COMM101
13:00

14:00

15:00

CHS100 CHS100
16:00

17:00

18:00

19:00

20:00

21:00

22:00

23:00

24:00

VI. Feedbacks from the beginning of the program to the present

Please give us any feedbacks on the host university, your program, classes, dormitory, and your life

abroad.

Before | came to CSUCI, | heard that there were a few Asian students, but | met four Japanese, three
Taiwanese, and two Korean. That was more impressions than | had imagined. Also, the international office
was very supportive for international students, so | could make friend with other international immediately.

To speak about classes, there are a few classes that give special consideration to international students.
However, many professors have office hours and are tolerant of asking questions.

Please give some advice to the students who are willing to study abroad at the same host university in

the future.

Study: To listen to English everyday and get used to it. Also in many class, we are require reading many
articles, so practice to reading article could help you a lot.

Other: It is important to be active and challenge many things that you cannot experience in Japan. Also
research about the country and school you are studying in might be good.




