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Dr. Ward Peeters, lecturer in linguistics from Monash University, Australia, and visiting professor
for Kanda University of International Studies, Japan, delivered the lecture titled “Visualizing
language learner interaction: The Linguist’s point of view’. Which discussed the limited
knowledge about students' use of online spaces for collaborative learning and peer interaction
despite the increasing adoption of online and hybrid education. Dr Peeters opened with a simple
but insightful statement “learning requires language, so our understanding of language is
fundamental to our understanding of learning.” This is a point that many educators may overlook
and could explain some disconnection in the physical versus the digital learning environments.

The lecturer's purpose was to help educators and tutors recognize collaborative learning
processes in digital contexts, allowing students to reflect on their learning practices and needs.
It also explores the design of digital learning spaces and the support educators can offer. The
education system has become more collaborative, with learners encouraged to work together,
especially with the shift to online education. The lecture combined Linguistics and Learning
Analytics methods to understand how language students interact in online communities, form
bonds, and exercise agency within digital spaces, using various examples to illustrate the
evolving dynamics of online interaction and collaboration over time.

Dr. Peeters specializing in Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC) in education,introduced
three case studies during the lecture. These studies utilized an online digital space in which
students could interact with each other without a teacher or authority figure in the space so that
the conversation happened naturally. The studies approached the data with methodological
obstacles by breaking the interactions into two analysis groupings: social network analysis and
epistemic network analysis. The cases tackled the questions, ‘who is engaging’, ‘when are they



engaged’, and ‘what are they saying?’ The major findings from the studies found that for a
digital collaborative learning space there must be a sense of belonging, Learner interaction is
fluid, multifaceted and co-constructed over time, and understanding learners' interaction can
help educators in course development. The concluding sentiment is that “Application of social
and epistemic network analysis to CMC text allows us to describe and analyze interaction in
such a way that we can start making new evaluations of the “effectiveness of CMC” (Carr, 2020;
Peeters, 2022). Four people were in attendance: two lecturers from the GJS department and
two senior students of the same department who intend to pursue an MA next year.
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