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Oudaira B Revisited: Lithic raw material exploitation
at the foothills of Mt. Ashitaka
during the Initial Upper Palaeolithic

Yuuki Nakamura™ and Tarou Kannari?

Abstract

Oudaira B is an Upper Palaeolithic site at the foothills of Mt. Ashitaka in the Shizuoka Prefecture, central Japan.
This paper revisits the distribution and classification of stone tools, as well as the obsidian provenance using X-ray
fluorescence analysis (XRF). The lithic industries of Oudaira B Cultural Layer II are divided in two assemblages based on
their technological characteristics and location in the field: the lithic concentrations No.1-5 and No.6.

At the foothills of Mt. Ashitaka, scoria and Black Band layers (humic soil layers) were alternatively deposited, a
geological phenomenon that helped to establish the chronology of the lithic assemblages. The lithic concentrations No.
1-5 are attributed to the first phase of the Upper Palaeolithic, which ranges from scoria layer IV to the lower part of
Black Band VII. A few types of obsidian were already being exploited during this phase. The lithic concentration No. 6 is
presumed to be contemporaneous with the second phase, i.e. industries from Black Band VII and VI. Obsidian from the
Central Highlands (Nagano Prefecture) was transported to the foothills of Mt. Ashitaka and used intensively. Thereafter,
during the third phase, the industries from Black Band V contained a wide variety of lithic raw materials. Almost all kinds

of lithic raw materials used in the Upper Palaeolithic in the region of Mt. Ashitaka were exploited during this phase.
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