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Abstract
This paper presents the results of a trial excavation and field survey of the obsidian sources in the Kirigamine region,
central highlands in Nagano, Japan. Our main research objective is to develop a model of the prehistoric exploitation of
obsidian sources that would correlate with the consumption patterns observed at sites distant from the sources.

At the Wada-toge nishi obsidian source and specifically the Furutoge-guchi site at 1,420 masl, trial excavations
revealed geological raw materials (nodules) from layers 3 and 4, belonging to the Pleistocene period.

During the general field survey we found both geological raw materials (nodules) and archaeological artifacts at the
Wada-toge nishi obsidian source at 1,600 masl. The source seems to have been used during the Upper Palaeolithic and
Jomon periods, as indicated by the lithic tool types found in situ. Additionally, we identified many surface depressions
which suggest possible obsidian mining activity.

The results shed new light on obsidian distribution and procurement patterns at the obsidian sources of the

Kirigamine region.
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