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Spall removal type biface: a reconstruction
of the Omegura-Higashiuchino fluted points

Takashi Suto'*

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to discuss spall-removing techniques in bifaces by means of reconstructing two types of
fluted points, the Omegura and the Higashiuchino, the pointed burin, and the Omegura technique.

Spall removal type biface include diverse morphological variations such as bifaces, faceted tools, faceted burins,
fluted bifaces, burins, faceted points, shouldered bifaces, shouldered faceted tools, backed shouldered points, and
shouldered faceted points.

Spall removal type biface technique refers to a technique that features spall removal including facet removal and
fluting. This technique allowed the rejuvenation of bifaces as well as the utilization of the spalls removed, enabling a more
efficient long-term lithic resource management, and thus, wide range foraging.

The Last Glacial Maximum triggered a climatic change that altered the faunal and floral habitat, leading to the
reorganization of the existing foraging territories of hunter-gatherers of the Palaco-Honshu Island. The hunter-gatherers
who encountered each other in these new resources would have shared information about their techniques, allowing
therefore the development of diverse stone tool types that were better adapted to suit the resources in the new foraging
territories.

On the Palaeo-Sakhalin-Hokkaido-Kurile Peninsula (Palaco-SHK), the biface spall removal technique was developed
for the production of microblades. In the northeastern part of the Palaeco-Honshu Island, the Odaiyamamoto-Omegaura
biface, as well as the Sugikubo point, were developed by adapting the spall removal technique from Palaco-SHK. In the
southern Kanto region, the Shibukawa-Hiraga biface and the Sunagawa-Higashiuchino point were developed by adjusting
the technique from the north-eastern region.

The spall removal type biface technique responsible for the development of diverse tools suitable for the exploitation

of diverse resources represents a techno-informational complex of several hunter-gatherer groups.
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