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Sourcing microblade assemblages of wedge-shaped microblade cores
from the Nakappara 5B and 1G sites of the Nakappara site group

Takashi Tsutsumi'™ and Akihiko Mochizuki?

Abstract

In this paper we present the results of energy-dispersive X-ray fluorescence analysis (EDXRF) performed on samples
from two microblade assemblages with wedge-shaped cores recovered from the sites Nakappara 5B and 1G situated on
the Nobeyama Plateau in the Minamimaki village, Southern Saku County, Nagano Prefecture.

The analysis of 550 lithic artifacts from Nakappara 5B identified types of obsidian coming from the source zones of
Wada, Siwa, Tateshina, NK, and the Geroishi region (Yugamine-Rhyolite obtained from the southern Hida Mountains).
In contrast, the sourcing analysis of 500 samples from Nakappara 1G suggests that obsidian from the source zones of
Tateshina and NK was used. Interestingly, both assemblages have high proportions of obsidian from the NK zone, while
obsidian from the Kozushima zone has not been identified, even though it has certainly been found at the Yadegawa site

near the Nakappara site group.

Keywords: Nakappara 5 Location B of Nakappara sites; Nakappara 1 Location G of Nakappara sites; miroblade

assemblages with wedge-shaped microblade cores; Energy-dispersive X-ray fluorescence analysis
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