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Preliminary Results from the 2013 Excavation

at the Hiroppara Site Group in Nagano Prefecture, Japan

Summary

The Hiroppara 1II site has been discovered on the small flat area adjacent to the Hiroppara hill located close to the
west side of the Hiroppara wetland, Nagawa Town, Nagano Prefecture. The Center for Obsidian and Lithic Studies,
Meiji University has conducted excavations of the Hiroppara I and II sites during 2011-2013. This paper presents
the preliminary results obtained from the excavations of the Hiroppara II site. The Jomon cultural layer composed of
the earliest Jomon pottery and Jomon stone artifacts in association with a cobble concentration and a small pit was
discovered from the layers 2a and 2b. The Upper Palacolithic assemblage from layers 4a and 4b is composed of an
edge-ground stone axe, trapezoids, knife-shaped tools, notches, and retouched flakes. “Obsidian concentrations” 1 and
2 have been discovered from the lower part of layer 4a and the upper part of layer 4b respectively, indicating that the
cultural layer 4 was formed by several occupation episodes. Tephra analysis has revealed that Aira-Tn volcanic glass
(30,000 years ago) most frequently appeared from the lower part of layer 4a. On the basis of the lithic composition and
tephrochronology, the cultural later 4 is likely assigned to the Early Upper Palaeolithic before fall of Aira-Tn tephra.

This research is funded by the *MEXT-supported Program for the Strategic Research Foundation at Private
Universities, 2011-2015; Project title: “Historical variation in interactions between humans and natural resources:

towards the construction of a prehistoric anthropography”, headed by Prof. Akira Ono of Meiji University.

*Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan
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