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Obsidian identification and its evaluation at two Early
Jomon sites in the midstream region of the Kamanashigawa

River, Yamanashi

Takuto Kanai *, Yasuo Hosaka “*, Nobuyuki Ikeya®

Abstract

We have been engaged in obsidian identification dating to the latter half of Early Jomon (Moroiso-stage) in a
region spanning Yamanashi to Hachioji. The analysis focused mainly on large-scale sites dating to the Moroiso stage,
specifically, the southern foot of Mt. Yatsugatake and the eastern part of the Kofu Basin . However, the authors did not
analyze the midstream region of the Kamanashi-gawa River, which links the southern foot of Mt. Yatsugatake and the
Kofu basin, because it has only a few relatively small-scale sites. A portable x-ray fluorescence spectrometer was used
to identify the origins of obsidian unearthed at Pit-dwelling No. 3 at Location 2 of the Maruyama-higashi site and Pit-
dwelling No. 2 at Tenjin-mae at the Sakai site, both in Nirasaki city.

The results indicated that there were five regions of provenance for the obsidian found at Pit-dwelling No. 3 at
Location 2 of the Maruyama-Higashi site: Suwa-hoshigadai (SWHD), Wada (WD: WDKB, WDTY, WDHY), and
Tateshina Tsumeta-yama (TSTY). Most were found at Suwa-hoshigadai, with both the total number and total weight at
just under 70% overall. Obsidian found at Pit-dwelling No. 2 at Tenjin-Mae at the Sakai site included four regions of
provenance: Suwa-hoshigadai, Wada (WD: WDKB, WDTY), Wada (WO: WOTM).

In terms of SWHD and WD occupancy rates, Maruyama-higashi site shows the intermediate occupancy rates
between those of the southern foot of Mt. Yatsugatake and the eastern part of the Kofu Basin during the same period.
Although the data from the Tenjin-mae at the Sakai site shows the occupancy rate of SWHD is low (less than 40%), a
characteristic similar to that of the eastern part of the Kofu Basin. On the other hand, the two dwellings in this study do
not include obsidians from Kozushima, Hakone, and Kashiwatoge, which are located outside of Nagano, a characteristic
different from that of the eastern part of the Kofu Basin.

Investigation of the composition of the regions of provenance for obsidian showed that there are features of both the
southern foot of Mt. Yatsugatake and the eastern part of the Kofu basin and that, numerically, it was a intermediate phase

between these two regions.

Keywords: Early Jomon, Obsidian identification, SWHD obsidian (i.e., Suwa-Hoshigadai, belonging to Shinshu), WD

areas obsidian (i.e., Wada areas, belonging to Shinshu)
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