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Emergence period of pottery
in the lower Amur River Basin, Russia (1):
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Abstract

The Osipovka culture complex contains some of the earliest pottery discovered anywhere in the world. Not
only that, Oshipovka culture complex is an important case study of the relationship between environmental
change and human behavior in the transition period from Pleistocene to Holocene. The goal of the study is to
examine human behavior as determined from the Oshipovka culture complex. The purpose of this paper is to re-
port on the results of our investigation so far in this area.

Since 2010 new excavations have been carried out at the Oshinovaya rechika 12 site by a joint Russian-
Japanese research team. This site is located on the terrace near the confluence of the Ussuri and Amur Rivers
in Far East Russia. The excavation revealed six layers. Layer 4 to the top of layer 5 holds the artifacts of
Oshipovka culture complex. Pottery fragments and more than 300 lithic tools have been excavated including
bifacial points, various type scrapers, ax-shaped tools, unifacial tools and flakes. Microblade and microcore has
not been excavated at this site.

This new research expands the scope of information about site formation process and lithics reduction proc-
ess of the Oshipovka culture. These issues require further study.
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