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James C. House (W7 A TY=z—ALXC)
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Born in Leicester UK. Attended Hastings Grammar School. Graduated from the
University of London. Graduate studies in Phonetics at Cambridge. Came to Japan in
1982. Part-time lecturer in various schools including Meiji University. Became full-time

at Tamagawa University in 1989, then full-time at Meiji University from 1993.

(1) &RRRME

In principle my areas of research, educational activities and work in wider society
revolve around language and culture with specific interest in the English language,British
culture and Media studies.

Up to now I have been able to identify the importance of content in language teaching
and in seeming contrast to that the importance of clarity in pronunciation for effective
communication.

I have centered my research on:

i) Motivating students through short-term study abroad programs

i) British studies as part of courses in International Understanding

iii) Improving the communication ability of students through techniques for clearer
pronunciation

iv) Media studies in the area of English for content education

For the first part I have been encouraging students to go on study abroad programs over
my seven-year period as associate director of the Center for International Programs (CIP).
Now as a representative for International Collaboration I am able to continue this
practical help without the day-to-day commitment to the office. I have focused my efforts
on the Cambridge program with its commitment to content/academic studies.

Secondly, in my classes, I am introducing students to an understanding of Britain and
Europe through a study of history and present-day social problems.

Thirdly, I am developing approaches to pronunciation awareness so that students will be
able to target those aspects of their pronunciation that need work.

In conclusion, I have introduced English for Media studies in my “zemi” classes to focus
students on improving English language skills for content acquisition.

For the next two years I expect to continue to collect materials and produce papers on
aspects of British history, literature, modern life and media that will interest students and
lead them to study content through English further. I shall do this through the medium
of the English language so that both skills of cultural study and language study will

develop together and students will be prepared for an international world.
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I think that the nexus of the study of Information and Communication is language and

culture. Only by encouraging a truly international approach to the subject can we hope to

further develop the field. An understanding of foreign cultures and a high level of skill in

foreign languages are crucial to the future of Information and Communication studies.

(2) BHERRBRE
1) Basic Seminar (1t yr students) (All year)

In this class I introduce students to aspects of Britain in the modern day with some
reference to history. The students then give presentations on what they have learned.
ii)  Social Problem Analysis Seminar (3 yr students) (All year)

In this class students were presented with case study of the 1st World War and using
facsimiles of original documents and other materials were asked to consider how the war could
have been prevented. They gave presentations and wrote reports.

iii)  English Skill A III/IV (Advanced level) (Semester)

In this class students are encouraged to develop their listening and speaking skills.
Demanding listening exercises spoken by native speakers and non-native speakers of English
are used in the class to brush up listening skills. Also, students work in groups to solve
problems and practice exercises, which they do in English. Students give their own opinions
in English in the class.

iv) Speech and Debate I/I (Semester)

Students are given direction on how to give presentations and then give presentations to the
rest of the class. They are encouraged to collect data and illustrate their presentations.
Power point presentations are encouraged. In the second semester students are introduced to
debate.

v) English Communication I/IT (Semester)

Students are asked to consider modern day social problems in Britain and compare them
with those in Japan. In the first semester students studied a movie called “About a Boy” and
discussed the social problems therein. They followed this up with presentations that
concentrated on one scene from the movie and a related aspect of British society. In the
second semester students will choose their own movie and make longer presentations.

vi) An Introduction to English Phonetics ( 15t semester only)

This class is intended for students who wish to become teachers. The aim is to improve the
students’ understanding of pronunciation and to learn the phonetic symbols. They need to
relate these symbols accurately to the sounds of English. The focus is on British English but

reference is made to Standard American pronunciation, too. Some theory is also introduced.
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2—2 HEEFEISERE
i) English Communication I/II.

This is a course given to 3rd year students to help them improve their own English skills,
concentrating mostly on speaking and writing. Students will also be introduced to a
variety of methods of teaching English and will have the opportunity of teaching their
peers in the classroom and of giving presentations based on their work. This class
contributes to the English teaching qualification process.
i1) English Phonetics.

This course introduces students to the IPA symbols. Students are required to learn
these and each class entails practice in using theme for dictation. Students will also be
expected to be able to approximate these sounds with as much accuracy as possible. This
will involve listening and enunciation of the sounds in isolation as well as in context.
Students will also be expected to understand some basic theory to enable them to use the
knowledge in the classroom.

iii) Seminar 3.

This seminar is designed to help students who wish to study abroad. They will learn a
broad range of study skills. The content of the class will focus on Media English and its
application to the British media industry. Students will write a short dissertation at the
end of the course.

iv) Speech Presentation & Performance.

This course 1s given in the Graduate School of Governance Studies and the students will
be from a variety of countries. The aim is to develop performance skills for presentations.
The lecturer will focus on the process of performance rather than the content of the
presentation. That knowledge will be assumed.

I give one lecture on “Study Abroad — One step into the world” for the SIC introductory

course on Information & Communication.

(3) WrIEpR|mE

As a result of my research in Cambridge in 2008 I have completed a paper on motivation
amongst Meiji University students on short-term study abroad programs at Cambridge
(2007-2008). This paper appeared The Meiji Journal in 2010. Another paper on further
research in this area is intended for 2013.

(4) TTBCEBHELAWME
4—1 FE (KPRR) NEH

i) Head of English, responsible for class scheduling and part-time teachers
ii) Member of the Language Committee

1ii) Member, International Committee

iv) Advisor, Gender Center
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i) Member of the committee for the Liberal Arts Journal

ii) Representative of the International Collaboration office

iii) Member of the British Studies Committee of International Collaboration)
iv) Vice-chair, Interfaculty Foreign Languages Committee(MLP)

(5) t=Em|

5—1 Fx-ZARED

i) Communication Association of Japan (CAJ) (Past member)

i) May 28, 2009 attended workshop on motivating students in English classes held
at Meikai University.
ii) July 27, 2009 gave a lecture for UFRA (Urayasu Foreign Residents Association)

on “My Britain” recorded by local cable television and later broadcast.

iii) October 20,2009 gave a lecture on the internationalization of Urayasu for Urayasu
Citizens’ University.

iv) April 4, 2010 gave a lecture on Britain for the International Exchange Society,
Ohta ku.

v) August 30, 2010 gave a presentation on “English Teaching in Japan” to the
Education Society of Cambridge.
vi) August 20, 2012 gave a presentation on :Japanese Universities —“Changing

Landscape”, Education Society, Cambridge

5—38 XDHDOHZER

i) *Co-author of “Expressways” re-published by Kairyudo (2009). This is an
officially approved (Education Ministry) High School textbook on communicative
oral English.

ii) *Acted in and contributed to a video production of “A Christmas Carol” by
Charles Dickens for Last Hero Productions.

iii) “Rick’s Study Abroad in Britain” published by Yumi Press, 2012

iv) “The League of Blood” a video script about Sherlock Holmes in Japan.(2013)

V) A novella: “The League of Blood” to be published as an E-book(2013)

1)/
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