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My vision of Russia has totally changed

Hanami (3" year, F)

My image of Russia was fearful, because I thought Russia was dark, cold and
far from Japan. However, after communicating with students from Russia and coming
in touch with Russian culture my vision has totally changed. I didn’ t feel any
difficulties during my 10 days stay in Russia. Until now I have been to 4 countries
in Europe, and I got the impression that Russia is similar to European countries.
Since the moment I read about Saint Basil’ s Cathedral in a magazine, I have become
very interested in Russia. Also, the buildings in Russia are extremely colorful;
especially, the monasteries colored in ‘Russian blue’ are very beautiful. In
addition, Russian food is delicious. I have fully enjoyed these 10 days in Russia.

The exchange with Russian students was exciting. The students were good at
English and I had a good impression about their presentations. At last, we have met

Russian students from Moscow majoring in Japanese language. After the workshop, even



though we did not have much time we had dinner together and talked a lot. The students
said that they have been studying Japanese for only 4 years, but they were good at
Japanese. I think that Russian students are serious—minded and study hard. I decided
to study English as hard as I could like Russian students. And next time if I have
a chance to meet students from foreign countries, I hope to express my feelings and
ideas in English.

The experience I have gained through the field study is valuable for me. I

am glad I did not miss this wonderful opportunity.



