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Though the weather is really cold, people are friendly and warm
Miyu (3" year, F)

Before I go to Russia, I thought that it was dark and so cold in Russia, and Russian
people might be unfriendly and cold like the weather. I was probably influenced by
President Putin’ s image. Therefore 1 also supposed that staffs’ attitude to customers
in service industry might be cold and there could not be hospitality like in Japan.

When I visited Russia, the weather was much colder than I had imagined. It was really
cold! T understood very well the reason why Russian people love animal fur coats. It was
so cold that I was afraid that my hands, nose and ears could be frozen. It was snowing
almost every day, and lots of snow were on the ground. It got dark as soon as three
o’ clock because sunlight time is short in winter. Russian people were so kind to me than
I expected. When I asked them how to go to a place, they taught me so politely, and they
sometimes went to the place together with me. My English is not so good, but they listened

to me carefully. In a restaurant, Russian staff served vodka for free with his welcome



words, and I got to know Russian culture and felt their warm—heart. Thought in most of
Russian shops staff didn’ t understand English, but they were so friendly and kind, I
enjoyed shopping and eating very much.

The experience of visiting universities and communicating with students in Russia will
be precious in my whole life. It is really good experience for me, because I had never
made a presentation, discussion, and communication with foreign students in any foreign
countries. We discussed with Russian students not only about our everyday life, but also
about academic topics related to business management and business strategy. It was really
good study for me.

I want to study English more and more in order to communicate with foreign people and

get new ideas or new wisdom. I could see the world from different aspects.



