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BEEM a-—Y, YazZ— E. KE2ER (BE)
HELFE  KFE. ACE. EEXX{b4EkESR

EE T —~ ' Language Mysteries
BRERNR - BEIZEEHE

Language is an important tool we all use in our daily lives. We will go on a roundabout tour
of language concepts through the lens of sociolinguistics, and consider questions such as: What
is the relationship between culture and language? Do Japanese and English speakers really
communicate differently? What happens if a child begins life without language? How do first
language and second language acquisition differ? How does an artificial language differ from a
natural language?

We will use various media to explore language. You will have discussions in groups and as
a class. You will lead the class on linguistic related topics of your choice. You will learn Toki
Pona.

The primary aims of this course are for you to:
1. Improve your ability to comprehend English texts
2. Think critically about various social issues
3. Discuss and exchange ideas with your peers
BFE - ERBWM
No text. Materials distributed to the class.
SHEALEEIIHNT IHFE - EFEFHFONR
Bring your motivation!
R ETAE 5 3% ¢
Class Participation 30%; Quizzes 20%;
Writing 20%, Leading Class Discussion 30%. This class can be taken for 2 ACE credits.
2HALIZOWTIE TACEB TEM] o—E& L TaARIREE T 5,

HEOWRPEH - Sih¥

BEAE-12AFT

BEHE--WEOHNA Y v ARIZHE
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FHEEE EE KER KEESEFR (BAF)
HLUFME  BABURE. BURRIEHRER

EE 7T —~ : Reading about Current Issues in The Japan Times
BREANRE - BEFEBE

The Japan Times is one of the oldest and most well-established media organizations in
Japan. It offers unparalleled coverage of current events in Japan and the world in the English
language.

In this course, we will study political and social issues facing Japan and East Asia by
reading a selection of Japan Times articles. Students will be asked to do close reading and
reflection on the articles, research background information in the articles, and discuss the
articles both in terms of their content and their use of the English language. In the fall
semester, students will take turns selecting their own article, writing an analytical review, and
doing a presentation.

The goals of this course include:

- Study and discuss complex social and political issues related to Japan and East Asia.

- Gain experience in reading, writing, and discussion in English.

- Acquire valuable study and communication skills in social sciences and humanities
BFEE - ERBWM

Assigned readings will be announced in the first class.

SHEALEEICHTIHFE - EFEFHFONE

The following types of students are encouraged to attend:

(1) students with a strong interest in politics and current events

(2) students with a desire to improve their reading, writing, and speaking skills in English

(3) students willing to actively learn and participate in a friendly, respectful environment
FRAEETE T & ¢

Class Participation: 40%

Reading Memos: 30%

Reports/Presentations: 30%

HE DIHFPEF--Modern and contemporary Japanese political history

3% A8 - Up to fifteen students

S % -+If there are more than fifteen who want to attend, attendees will be selected by
a questionnaire or interviews in the first class.
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V= MELREL, FHMliTAIEICL). KLAORENENESES S EAHEL,

1IalH  JICA#ERHRST & SDGs 12D\ T
2~ 4MmBE [EEHIR] SDGsl (2 ¥ v ~—)
5~ 7mH [B-7FfE] SDGs3 (4 #)v)

8~ 10mH [HHEHE] SDGs4 (= F 4 T)

11 ~13ME [Yzry¥—, %] SDGs5 (I v KRIYT - HA—F V)

14 ~16[H [K&IH] SDGS7 (47 v)

17 ~ 19[E  [#B - B sE | SDGs11 (& 4 V)

20 ~ 221 H [k SDGsl4 (£ 4 H V)

23~ 25 H [*FFIfESE] SDGs16 (A —% )

26 ~ 28 H [BEHEWER] SDGs12 (77—% ~)

FHHEIZOWT, BER3E1 Ly Fo@BIcR ) T3, 1 EIE4 [FEERIES] & SDGs @
P, 200 B IEEEOR & AWEOER. SHHIEH ({27 V—7) OFsFELZ O
Mz, JICAORE#EEZ L 2—F22 L 2EAIELFT,

BEE - FRABH -
JICA &S] (JICAHP 2> S MR [RRERITESE] & L<TT7 7 & A WEE)

HH¥E -7y b-JICA https//www.jica.gojp/activities/index.html
SHELEEIIHNTI2FL - EFEZTORE !

HRELT, TEEBEBIEER — 2 R=V 585D OMO JICAKEME R — % V¥4 b
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YHEREM T Fv—, SEvIL KE1ER BF)
HEME - BABURRER, BABUEINILR. BURRISHRESR

EE T —~  Topics in the History of Political Thought
BRERNR - BEIZEEHE

This course will help students develop field-specific English reading and writing skills
through joint readings of scholarly texts on selected topics in political theory and the history
of political thought.

Students may also choose to read texts on a topic of their own interest and share their
findings with other participants through short presentations, with the aim of submitting a
research paper at the end of the academic year.

Students taking this option who are less assured of their English reading skills will be
advised to work with texts also available in Japanese translation, making it possible to look
at the English and Japanese text at the same time, and familiarize oneself with English
expressions relating to the chosen topic in this fashion.

Topics for joint readings as well as individual study or research may be chosen from the
whole range of the History of Early Modern and Modern (European or Japanese) Political
Thought, or contemporary social and political theory. You could, for example, opt to study a
particular political thinker or social theorist more closely, or engage with a concept or issue
that has sparked your interest.

BFEE - ERBWM

There is no textbook for this class. For individual study or research projects students will
learn how to work with library resources. Joint readings will be distributed in class.
SHEAFLEEICHTIHE - EFEFHFONR

Students are required to prepare joint readings (consulting existing Japanese translations
as needed) and participate in classroom discussion. Students who opt to pursue an individual
research project will make in-class presentations on the progress of their research and submit
a research paper toward the end of the academic year. Students not opting to pursue an
individual research project will submit smaller reaction papers on joint readings instead.

R IEFTE 77 7% ¢

Class Participation: 20%

Research Paper / Reaction Papers: 50%

Additional Assignments (Presentations etc.) : 30%

HEDIHFEDEF---History of Political Thought, History of Political and Social Concepts,
Modern Japanese History
&% AE--10-12 students.
FH£H % If the number of applicants is higher, students will be selected for admission
through preliminary interviews.
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WHMEEE T U7, O—FJ VU7 L. K28R (BAFE)
HEFE  ACE. BR#RRE. BXERBE

BETF—~  EEEXMEXRRICET TEETAERXLEES
BREAT - BXI=EEE:

With more and more students studying abroad and engaging in international intercultural exchange, there is a
need for classes to help them acquire cultural knowledge and awareness and the skills associated with these. It is also
important to help them simultaneously develop their communication skills so that they effectively communicate in real-
world interactions.

In cross-cultural exchanges I've observed, Japanese students are often able to demonstrate their understanding of
other countries and readily share many details about these cultures that impress their counterparts. However, in the
middle of these meaningful discussions, I found that there were often sudden gaps of silence that occur, ironically, when
students are asked about Japanese culture and they were almost always at a loss for answers.

From these observations, I have come to realize that students need to develop knowledge and understanding of their
own country as part of their English language training in order for them to successfully participate in cross-cultural
interactions between students from Japan and from other countries. Linguist Robert Lado has also asserted about the
importance of understanding one's own culture before comparing it with other cultures. From these ideas, the concept
for this Liberal Arts Seminar was born.

This seminar provides students with the opportunity to confidently talk about Japan in English while deepening
their knowledge of Japanese culture useful for study abroad and international exchange. The course aims to help
students delve into and talk about their own values based on their experiences and thoughts as Japanese, and aim to
broaden their worldview with themes often covered in student exchanges. Topics covered in class include customs and
traditions, popular culture, and student life.

Students will receive guidance on how to share their views on Japanese culture, ask and answer questions, and lead
conversations in English. Through discussions, they will learn to see different perspectives exchanging ideas with other
students and the instructor, to explain the concept of “Japan” and its lifestyle in English, and to compare and contrast
Japan with other countries. In this way, students will not only improve their English and critical thinking skills but
acquire cultural sensitivity and literacy.

AV R0 BB A I ML S A0 2 2 W C SUBI RS UL R OIS, ZNHICHE) AF VR HIZOT 5
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#HLFE - ACE

#EE T —< : Holidays in the United States
BRERA :

Holidays can tell us a lot about a society. In this course, we will explore US holidays and
examine their varying origins, purpose, and customs. We will try some holiday practices, such
as viewing films, tasting foods, and making decorations. Finally, we will look at the discourse
surrounding some major holidays and think critically about what it means to highlight or
celebrate an event or a person, and why some people want to change traditions. In addition,
we will learn about labor law in the US relating to holidays.

The course will follow the holiday calendar so that we may more easily have an authentic
holiday experience.

BREIZERRE :

The primary aims of the course are:

1. Learn the major (and some minor) holidays in the US

2. Practice and reflect on holiday-related customs

3. Research the discourse surrounding some holidays
BFEE - ERBWM

No textbook is required. Short academic and journalistic reading passages will be assigned
for each holiday.
R ETAE 5 3%

Class participation 30%

Quizzes 20%

Reflection papers 20%

Projects / presentations 30%

HE DI EF-- Linguistics, Sociolinguistics, CALL

HH%E AE---14 students

S % - Attend the first class. If the number of applicants is higher, they will be selected
in the first class.
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