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To those of you who have studied at Meiji University and are celebrating the graduation ceremony, congratulations on
your graduation. [ would like to recognize your efforts that have enabled you to be here today.

We also extend our congratulations to the family and friends who have warmly supported our new graduates, both
materially and spiritually, as your loved one reaches an important milestone in their academic career. Please accept our

heartfelt congratulations.

Now, I would like to ask you to think back over the years you have spent as a student at Meiji University and the various
experiences you have had since your enrollment. I am sure that you have experienced many joys that you would like to
remember forever and many pains that you would like to forget immediately, in your studies and research, as well as in
your extracurricular activities, part-time jobs, job hunting, and various other aspects of your lives.

Ultimately, these experiences can be re-connected to human relationships. For example, when we achieve something
through hard work, we are happy because our family and friends are happy.

To all of you who are here today, I would like to share with you the value of having a variety of experiences in connection
with others.

As you probably already know, the founding spirit of Meiji University is "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-
Government”.

If you do not know this, today is your last opportunity as a student to learn about it. In the "2023 Questionnaire on
University Study," more than 30% of senior students said that they had never heard of the founding spirit, which is both

disappointing and very regrettable.

The spirit of "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-Government" that is, respect for individual freedom and the
establishment of independent individuals, has meaning in the relationship between oneself and others. The "Rights and
Liberty, Independence and Self-Government" can be realized in society only when one's own "Rights and Liberty,
Independence and Self-Government" and the "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-Government" of others are
mutually respected.

This is inherently social in nature, as human beings are social beings. In other words, it is only natural to consider that

without society, in other words, without relationships with others, human beings cannot exist as human beings.

Importantly, laws, including the Constitution, are there to maintain a society. For example, it is not always against the
law to kill people. Killing people in a direction that harms society, like a crime, is illegal. However, it is not uncommon for
it to be considered legal if it is necessary to protect society.

This is the reason why we must protect society, that is, human connections, at all costs, in order to live as human beings.



Now, for those of you who are leaving Meiji University, remember our founding spirit is "Rights and Liberty,
Independence and Self-Government”, in which human relationships in society are indispensable premises. Therefore, I
would like you to cherish your relationships with others.

Your various experiences as students are valuable because of the connections you have made with others. Perhaps you
are still in the midst of them, and some of your experiences are not yet organized.

However, the many things you have experienced during your time at Meiji University, including these experiences, will

become increasingly meaningful as the years go by and will greatly enrich the lives of each of you.

And as the Internet and digital society continue to advance, and human relationships inevitably become weaker, human
connections will become even more important in order for you to lead a free and independent life in society.

I believe that you will feel this more because you have gone through a time when you were not able to come to university,
take classes, meet with friends, or engage in extracurricular activities as much as you would have liked because of COVID-
19.

Please do not isolate yourself, but establish your own "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-Government" in

connection with many others. No one is alone.

Meiji University was founded in 1881 and has been growing ever since.

We must continue to become a university that is even more highly regarded by society at home and abroad. The
fundamental part of the evaluation of a university is the evaluation of its graduates by society.

I sincerely hope that after graduation, you will continue to be proud to be a part of Meiji University and play an active
role in your respective fields in society.

And I look forward to seeing you again at Meiji University.

With this, I would like to conclude the President's address.



