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To all new students, congratulations on getting into Meiji University.

This morning, I felt as if autumn was coming. It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all as fellow Meiji University
students.

I would also like to extend my sincere congratulations to the families and friends who have warmly watched over and
supported you as you have grown. And I would like them to continue to watch over you as you mature further at our vibrant

university.

Now, I have just mentioned that you are all members of Meiji University.

The standards of education and research, the very raison d'étre of the university, are maintained and developed by the
faculty, staff, and you, the students, as we come together as an academic community.

So, what is the purpose of these three parties coming together at Meiji University? In other words, what does it mean for
you to enroll as students? That is what Meiji University, a private university, was founded to achieve and what it exists for.

Meiji University's founding spirit is "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-Government”. I urge everyone to learn
about this today.

Meiji University was founded 143 years ago to realize this spirit and has strived to do so ever since. In other words, the
realization of "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-Government" is the purpose for which Meiji University exists.

The spirit of "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-Government” enshrines respect for individual liberty and the
establishment of the independent individual. The subject is the individual, and each individual must be mutually respected
as an individual. In this light, it is only natural that Meiji University's current 10 faculties and 16 graduate schools, as well
as all academic fields that exist in human society, should be equally deepened, and that each individual should be able to

enjoy the fruits of such deepening, leading to respect for each individual.

Now, everyone, 143 years after our founding, have we achieved "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-
Government"? Think about it. Environmental destruction, climate change, war, oppression, discrimination, poverty, and
many other problems still envelop the world today. That is what society is going through right now.

Meiji University must continue to contribute to society through education and research toward the realization of a society
in which the present scenario can change and each individual is respected as an individual in various situations. This is the
reason why Meiji University exists as a public entity within society.

[ hope that you, as a fellow member of Meiji University, together with our faculty, staff, senior students, 600,000 alumni,
and many supporters, will make efforts to support this banner of "Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-Government"
that Meiji University has been upholding since its foundation. We, the faculty members and your seniors, have great

expectations of you.



I believe that by making efforts to accomplish this mission, which we give to you today as fellow students at Meiji
University, will at the same time be extremely useful for your future.

Respect for each person as an individual, presupposes recognition of the existence of diversity. Students and faculty
members with diverse backgrounds from various regions and countries are represented at Meiji University. Ten faculties
and sixteen graduate schools share the results of their research in various fields covered by many subjects taught in classes,
providing students with a variety of knowledge and different values, and cultures from which to learn. Through numerous
clubs and other extracurricular activities, we offer a variety of opportunities for communication.

Meiji University will support you on our open and vibrant campuses.

At Meiji University, you will experience and absorb the spirit of “Rights and Liberty, Independence and Self-
Government”. This spirit was set out by our three founders, who were in their 20s and much closer to your age than I am.

This will be an extremely useful guideline for you as you go out into society and live your lives.

[ want you all to remember today's first step toward your studies at Meiji University and “Go Forward” from here to open
up the future. This is the future not only for you but also for the future of Japan, the world, and by no means least, your
alma mater, Meiji University. You have all been entrusted with this mission which you can accomplish together with the
many friends you make at Meiji University.

I congratulate you again and thank you all very much.



