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I-Meeting
UNC CHARLOTTE X MEUI:
Discover Japan through New Eyes!

June 18th Wednesday, 13:30-15:30

Coordinator: Prof. Sumi Global Front 17th Floor, Global Lounge,
Organizaed by Sumi Seminar Students Surugadai Campus

From June 8 to June 22, 13 students from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte (UNCC), one of our
partner universities, visited Meiji University as part of the UNCC Japan June 2025 Program. We held an i-
Meeting on June 18, where 13 Meiji students welcomed them. During the two-week stay in Tokyo, we divided
the Japanese and American students into four mixed groups. The Meiji and UNCC students collaborated on a
“mini-research” project focusing on themes ranging from popular culture to workplace culture in the US and
Japan. The i-Meeting served as a platform for each group to present their findings.
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The first team presented on “Images of Women in Games,” comparing how women are portrayed in video
games in Japan and the US. Their findings were fascinating: women in Japanese games tend to be portrayed as
more traditionally feminine, while in American games, women are more likely to be shown as strong,
muscular, and warlike characters.

The second team addressed work-life balance in the US and Japan. They contrasted Japan’s culture of long
working hours and frequent after-hours activities with the American preference for clear boundaries between
work and personal life. It was especially interesting to see that Japanese workers tend to value interpersonal
“relationships” alongside work responsibilities, while American workers place greater importance on keeping
work and personal life separate.

The third group presented on Japanese Anime and Manga, focusing on their collaboration with business and
advertising. A memorable moment was when the UNCC students introduced their school’s mascot, “Norm” of
the UNCC 49ers, as an example of branding and identity creation.

The final team concluded with a presentation titled “Our Health Consciousness: Japan vs. the US,” offering
insights into differing cultural approaches to health and wellness.

After the group presentations, we played bingo and handed out snacks. All in all, it was surprising—and
heartwarming—to see how quickly the Meiji and UNCC students became comfortable with one another and
developed friendships.

Thank you very much to the SBA staff for their support, and especially to my seminar students for their
dedication and enthusiasm.
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