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Starting from a turnip in the manuscripts of Beckett’s novel L'lnnommable, the
paper argues for a steady, constant investment in textual and archival studies as
an important aspect of literary studies. The urgent need for a critical edition in
Beckett studies serves as a case study to, first of all, suggest a rationale for a
digital scholarly edition, and more generally make a case for a revaluation of
manuscript studies that will hopefully soon make the term ‘archival turn’
superfluous, when archival research will be accepted again as a self-evident part
of our discipline... .
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