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Energy and climate policies in Europe
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Energy policies in Europe have changed their main focus during the last 15 years. Traditionally
the aim of energy policy was to ensure energy supplies secure and affordable. From the late
1990-ies policymakers have attempted to reach this target through greater degrees of
liberalization in order to create a single market for energy. After 15 years of experiments
and prescriptions national markets have been created but still we cannot consider them
efficient. Different environmental policies adopted by single countries are part of the problem
as they have interfered with the functioning of the markets and the investment decision
process. Security of supply in the transition period toward a decarbonized European
economy has emerged as an issue in the last period.
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