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Now | tell what my mother told me:
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The Literary Legacy of 'llliterate’ Louisa Van Velsor Whitman
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Clinical Professor at New York University
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The Synopsis of Lecture

Starting from fish-shape Paumanok, where 1 was born,
Well-begotten, and raised by a perfect mother...
(from “Starting From Paumanok”, Leaves of Grass (1891-92))

In his own words, the story of America’s poet begins with his
mother. Throughout his life, Louisa Van Velsor Whitman
remained the woman— the person—whom Walt Whitman
knew best and knew him best. Caregiver and dependent,
confidante and critic, his most frequent correspondent and
longest-lived housemate, she served many roles yet has been
consistently downplayed or caricatured by Whitman’s
biographers and friends. Whitman himself fashioned
descriptions of her to complement his mythology of poetic
origins, abstractly referring to her as “illiterate in the formal
sense” and Leaves of Grass as “the flower of her temperament
active in me.” Occasioned by the writing of a new Whitman
biography, the first chapter of which is expressed from
Louisa’s viewpoint, this presentation will focus on her
influence on her second son beyond her disposition, despite
her imperfect grammar—indeed, before his birth. In her
position not just beside her son but ahead of him, Whitman's
mother presents a surprisingly fresh perspective on his
remarkable life and work.

Hosted by Teruko Kajiwara, Professor in the

Lecturer ,
Karen Karbiener, Ph. D.

Clinical Professor at New York University

Brief Introduction

Dr. Karbiener is a scholar, curator and
writer on American literature and culture.
Especially, she has published widely on
Whitman. She is currently working on a \
new Whitman biography to be published, B

a part of which the audience will know. Her
outstanding teachings at NYU have been awarded
many times, some of which the audience will enjoy.
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July 14 ...,

1 5: 30~ 17 : 00(opens at 15:00)
Surugadai Campus, Meiji University
Liberty Tower, Room 1133 (13t Fioor)
Language : English
(with Japanese explanation)

Admission Free

School of Arts and Letters at Meiji University

E-MAIL<tkajiwar@meiji.ac,jp>



