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This special public lecture examines Charles Darwin’s descriptions of Tahiti in his November 1835 diary,
exploring the young scientist’s negotiation with various accounts of the island, including that written by his
grandfather Erasmus Darwin. It shows how these, complicated by other popular traditions in the troping of Tahiti,
informed his emergent scientific identity and his own scientific practice in Tahiti.
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This special public lecture will be followed by a separate symposium entitled “Pacific Marginality”, exploring how
the Pacific has been represented in works that combine image, music, text and other medial forms. This will take
place 15:00-17:20 and feature talks by Thomas Schwarz (Nihon University); Michael D. H. Yates (Rikkyo

University); Thomas H. Ford (La Trobe University, Melbourne); Alex Watson (Meiji University); Claire Knowles
(La Trobe University, Melbourne); Tomohito Baji (University of Tokyo).
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Date: 22 October (Tuesday) 2024
Time: 14:00-15:00
IKFfiE : 14:00-15:00
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Venue: Liberty Tower, Floor 7, Room 1076, Surugudai, Meiji University
S8 %55 (Language: English)
Open to all members of the University and the public
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Contact: Professor Alex Watson (footnotesman@gmail.com)
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