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Milton in Japan: Paradise Lost in Translation

This academic paper considers the principles and practices of translating John Milton’s 

Paradise Lost into Japanese, focusing on the new, unpublished, translation by Shōhachi

Fukuda, whose earlier verse translation of Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queene met with 

critical and scholarly acclaim. Literary translation is a valuable tool for understanding the 

reception and interpretation of Milton’s poetry in Japan. Fukuda aims to maintain the 

dynamism of Milton’s verse while distilling the epic to its most essential elements. A

comparative examination thus reveals aspects of Paradise Lost that are considered most 

salient for conveying its literary and theological meaning to the contemporary Japanese 

reader.

2024年12月13日 15:30～17:00

講演詳細（使用言語は英語です）

明治大学 駿河台キャンパス リバティタワー1164教室

金

水

This undergraduate lecture introduces the literary and historical contexts of Milton’s Paradise 

Lost, including religious unrest, the English Civil Wars, and the Restoration of the monarchy. 

These turbulent times were rich in literary achievement and produced some of the most 

innovative works in English literature, including the first completed English epic poem. Milton’s 

Paradise Lost turns to the Biblical origins of human history and grapples with fundamental 

questions about authority and free will, sin and rebellion, the relationship between God and 

humanity, and between man and woman—questions that continue to engage us to this day.
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