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Beneath its "pop" and "kawaii" surface, Japanese visual culture often
:. harbours a world that is transgressive, unconventional, and at times
unsettling. Drawing on a range of examples, this lecture explores these
hidden depths and reflects on the appeal and potential of Japanese visual
culture.

%Efﬁ.‘f\‘@ﬁ Prof Masafumi Monden Lecturer, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,

University of Sydney

Masafumi Monden is a cultural studies scholar specialising

in modern Japan. His research reveals how fashion, gender, |«
and visual culture operate as sites of cultural meaning,
demonstrating that what appears on the surface is never
merely superficial. Author of more than thirty publications,
his book Japanese Fashion Cultures has become essential
reading, cited by leading scholars more than a decade after
publication. His current work examines masculinity in
Japanese visual culture, the imagination of girlhood and
boyhood in popular media, and generational identity in
contemporary Japan.




