
Orientation & Lecture 1 

Day&Time: July 1, JiT Supporter 9:00 – 10:40, JiT Guest 9:50 – 10:40 

Theme: Kawaii as Transboundary Culture 

Lecturer: Prof. Kyoko Koma, School of Information and Communication, Meiji University 

Abstract: 

What exactly is ‘kawaii’? Both in Japan and abroad, the term ‘kawaii’ has long been used as one of the words 

representing the Japanese aesthetic sensibility. However, even if one believes they share a common understanding 

of ‘kawaii’ with someone else, there is a very real possibility that they are actually referring to entirely different 

things. ‘Kawaii’ is a form of trans-cultural phenomenon that has been constructed across various ‘boundaries’ such 

as era, region and identity. In this course, through lectures and group discussions grounded in the humanities and 

trans-cultural studies, we will examine the diversity of ‘kawaii’ and explore one aspect of the ‘essence’ of Japanese 

culture. 

Lecture 2 
Day&Time: July 1, 10:50 – 12:30 

Theme: Blues People: The American Jazz Soundtrack to Japanese Resilience 

Lecturer: Prof. Mark Panek, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Hawaii at Hilo 

Abstract: 

From a city-leveling earthquake and on through the destruction of a world war, economic rise and collapse, and a 

tsunami whose tragic aftermath resonated worldwide, Japan’s story of collective resilience is matched across time 

only by the history of…Black Americans…first enslaved, then “freed” into new forms of institutionalized oppression 

that have never really ended. “The Blues,” born in the American South to give voice to collective suffering: over the 

past century this music’s rise has marched in parallel here in Japan, its bent notes allowing the sufferers to move 

past unspeakable loss into a hopeful future. 

Lecture 3 
Day&Time: July 2, 10:50 – 12:30 

Theme: Artificial Intelligence and the Legal System: A Social Science Approach 

Lecturer: Prof. Shozo Ota, School of Law, Meiji University 

Abstract: 

Generative artificial intelligence (AI) is exerting profound and pervasive influences across society, including within 

legal systems. 

For Students at Meiji University 



Legal practice, adjudication, and legislation are undergoing transformative (and potentially disruptive) changes 

driven by AI technologies. At the same time, the legal system itself faces formidable challenges in determining how 

to regulate AI properly. This lecture begins by outlining the fundamental nature of AI, followed by a conceptual 

exploration of how an "AI judge" might be designed to perform fact-finding and render legal decisions. Next, it 

examines AI’s impacts on legal practice, litigation, and legislative processes. 

The discussion then turns to my social scientific investigations into public attitudes toward AI and law. The lecture 

concludes with an exposition of the theory of co-evolution between law and technology. 

Lecture 4 
Day&Time: July 3, 10:50 – 12:30 

Theme: Disaster Resilience in Japan: Lessons from History, Community, and Innovation 

Lecturer: Prof. Mikio Ishiwatari, School of Business Administration, Meiji University 

Abstract: 

Japan has long been exposed to a wide range of natural hazards — floods, earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic 

eruptions — and has continuously evolved its approaches to disaster management throughout history. This class 

examines how governments, local communities, and the private sector have collaborated over centuries to build a 

more resilient society, and how the country is now preparing for disasters intensified by climate change. Students 

will learn that disaster management in Japan integrates not only structural measures, such as levees and seawalls, 

but also community-based activities, institutional design, and multi-level governance. 

Lecture 5 
Day&Time: July 6, 9:00 – 10:40 

Theme: Japan in Transition: Migration and Intercultural Cohesion 

Lecturer: Prof. Keizo Yamawaki, School of Global Japanese Studies, Meiji University 

Abstract: 

This lecture explores how Japan is responding to an increasingly diverse population. While often seen as a 

homogeneous society, Japan has experienced a rapid rise in foreign residents in recent years. The lecture introduces 

the concept of tabunka kyosei and examines its development as a locally driven approach to migrant integration. It 

then discusses current challenges, particularly the gap between growing diversity and institutional design, and 

proposes an “intercultural cohesion” perspective that emphasizes interaction and the need for more systematic 

approaches to inclusion in Japan. 

Lecture 6 
Day&Time: July 6, 10:50 – 12:30 

Theme: Expanding the Future with Origami: From Mathematics to Engineering 

Lecturer: Prof. Sachiko Ishida, School of Science and Technology, Meiji University 

Abstract: 

Origami is a flat form prior to folding, but transforms into three-dimensional structures through folding. This course 

covers deployable structures that can be compactly folded and largely expanded, as well as lightweight and high-

strength core structures. It also explores applications of origami in everyday products and technologies, 

incorporating research conducted by undergraduate and graduate students at Meiji University. An origami workshop 

will be included as part of the course. 



Lecture 7 
Day&Time: July 7, 9:00 – 10:40 

Theme: Population Issues and Its Socio-Economic Impacts in Japan 

Lecturer: Prof. Hisakazu Kato, School of Political Science and Economics, Meiji University 

Abstract: 

The purpose of this lecture is to introduce the population problems and its impacts in Japan. 

Japan is facing a shrinking population due to low fertility rates, and it is also well known as the oldest country in the 

world. These population issues affect many fields of the economy and society from various viewpoints. 

This lecture will describe the broad areas closely related to population decline, very low fertility, and deep aging. 

These areas include the labor market, pension system, medical and long-term care, and economic growth. The lecture 

will also introduce public policies aimed at improving these population-related problems. 

Lecture 8 
Day&Time: July 7, 10:50 – 12:30 

Theme: Manga, Anime, Games and the City of Tokyo 

Lecturer: Prof. Kaichiro Morikawa, School of Global Japanese Studies, Meiji University 

Abstract: 

One distinctive feature of Japanese manga, anime, and video games is that many works are set in real locations 

across Japan, including numerous specific districts in Tokyo. This goes beyond merely depicting recognizable 

cityscapes as backdrops; rather, these real places form the very foundation of the shared sense of reality upon 

which characters and their stories are constructed. In turn, these characters and narratives enrich those locations 

by layering them with fictional memories, giving rise to a hybridized reality of Tokyo. This presentation seeks to 

explore the dynamic interrelationships between Japanese manga, anime, video games, and the city of Tokyo. 

Lecture 9 
Day&Time: July 8, 9:00 – 10:40 

Theme: Fermentation — Science and Culture — 

Lecturer: Prof. Harushi Nakajima, School of Agriculture, Meiji University 

Abstract: 

Various fermented foods are produced around the world. In this lecture, I will scientifically explain the benefits of 

fermented foods. Furthermore, I will discuss the science behind the production methods and health benefits of 

familiar foods such as cheese, wine, and vinegar, as well as the cultures that have nurtured these fermented foods. 

Lecture 10 
Day&Time: July 8, 10:50 – 12:30 

Theme: Japan in Transition: Diversity, Migration, and Society 

Lecturer: Prof. Reiko Nebashi, School of Information and Communication, Meiji University 

Abstract: 

This class aims to help students understand the current state of diversity in Japan. Since the 1990s, Japan has 

shifted from a country of emigration to one of immigration. Although the proportion of foreign residents remains 

lower than in many Western countries, it has been steadily increasing, and it is projected that by 2070, one in ten 



people in Japan will be a foreign national. While many foreign residents live in major urban areas, they also tend to 

form concentrated communities. A well-known example is the large Brazilian population in Gunma Prefecture. This 

class explores why such concentrations occur, as well as their advantages and challenges, while examining broader 

social trends in Japan. In the afternoon, students will participate in a field trip to an area with a high concentration 

of foreign residents. 

Lecture 11 
Day&Time: July 9, 9:00 – 10:40 

Theme: Japan Pop: The Appeal and Potential of Japanese Visual Culture 

Lecturer: Prof. Masafumi Monden, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, The University of Sydney 

Abstract: 

Beneath its "pop" and "kawaii" surface, Japanese visual culture often harbours a world that is transgressive, 

unconventional, and at times unsettling. Drawing on a range of examples, this lecture explores these hidden depths 

and reflects on the appeal and potential of Japanese visual culture. 

Lecture 12 
Day&Time: July 9, 10:50 – 12:30 

Theme: Beyond Boundaries: Material Culture and the Spirit of Challenge 

Lecturer: Prof. Masafumi Monden, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, The University of Sydney 

Abstract: 

Material culture is where boundaries intersect — between body and society, norm and deviation, the visible and the 

invisible. Drawing on a range of examples, this lecture examines how overlooked practices and practitioners have 

challenged established frameworks and opened new cultural possibilities. 
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