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Report of the program activities (during the program)

Date of reporting year2021 month09 day21

Host University California state (Channel Islands)University

[] I belong to a specific department(Please fill out the following information)

% Name of the department:

Department you belonging to X] | do not belong to any specific department and taking the classes of

at the host university various majors

[_]other:
Duration of the exchange year2021 month08 to year2021 month12
program
Department you belong to at | School ofGJS Major(field of study) | Graduate school of Major
Meiji University
Year (before departure) Undergraduate: year3,/Graduate [|Masters []Doctorate year

|. How did you find the information to prepare for your departure? Please report and give some

advises for future exchange students going abroad on what they need to know and be

informed.
I got most of information from the coordinator and the web site of the university that | applied. Due to the Covid, i
was not sure if the program would be canceled until the last minute. Therefore, | almost missed the deadlines of
applying VISA, Passport, and housing. Fortunately, all of them made in time. But | recommend you to set to work
on application. Also, you should research the location of your campus. Sometimes living on campus maya be
hard for students who do not have a car.

II -1. Preparing before going exchange program (About VISA) X Please report in detail.

Type:J-1 Student Visa Where to apply: Embassy of the United States

How long did it take to get a VISA: About 3 weeks Cost:$380
(How long did it take from the application to the acquisition of
your VISA?)

What kinds of documents were required to submit to apply for VISA? How did you prepare those

documents?

Copy of passport, ID photo, DS-2019 (published by CSUCI)
When you get DS-2019, you will be required verification of financial support(bank statement letter), proof your
english proficiency, copy of your transcripts from Meiji.

Please report on the details of applying process.

1, Send the document to the coordinator

2, Get DS-2019 form

3, Apply visa to the US Embassy on the internet

4, Pay the applying and SEVIS cost and reserve the dates of the interview.

If you took any interview at the Embassy, please report on the details of the questions you were asked.

Name of the home university (Meiji), payer for the program

Were there any difficulties or notices to take the VISA?

Be sure to start applying as soon as possible. Sometimes it is difficult to make appointment for interview.

I -2. Preparation before departing for exchange program (Other topics)




Please report on any other necessary preparation before your departure. (E.g. Preparation of money,

purchasing a cellphone, shipments of your commodities, and etc.)

Get SIM card for your phone. You can get it even in Japan. | recommend you to get it before your departure.
Make appointment of your Covid test if needed.

| also recommend you to exchange the currency before leaving.

Check the immunization that you are required by the university




M. After Arrival

1. Arrival Information

Airline Singapore Airline

How to purchase air | By HIS

ticket XHAALRITH RITTAN, BRMEZHERENHNULEALTTRIL,
Arrival airport LAX international Arrival time 0:30 pm

[J Pick-up of | [JPick-up of | [] Public transportation | [X]taxi [Jother

How to get to the campus host university | your friend ([JBus [JTrain)

How long did it take from | About an hour and half

the airport to the

campus?

Are there any important points to get to the campus? Please inform on the cost of taxi or any

transportations.

If you use taxi from LAX airport, you can't get them from the terminal that you will arrive but you need to get to the lax-it terminal

by using shuttle bus.

Arrival date month8date19time3pm

2. Housing

Did you check-in | XIYes If your answer is “No”: The date you checked-in was...

soon after | [_|No month day

arriving?

Type of housing | XIDormitory []Apartment []Other( )

Type of the | XlAlone [Jtwo persons []Other(One room has four bed rooms)

room

Room mates [ JJapanese Student [Xlinternational Student [X]Other(two of my roommate are from california

and another one is also an exchange student from Korea)

How to find the | XIRecommendation from host university [ ]by yourself []Other( )

accommodation

Details of the | | applied by the portal site of housing. The coordinator told me how to apply it.

application

Have you decided your accommodation before departure or after arriving easily? Were there any troubles
to find it?

I missed the deadline of application of housing because the program was once canceled by Meiji. Fortunately, | could sign up

for the waiting list and my application was permitted

3. Orientation

Was there any orientation? XYes [ INo

Date 19t August, 2021

Was it mandatory to attend? XYes [ INo

Did it cost any? DXINo. It's free of charge. [ ]Yes(Cost: )
Contents (details) Via zoom, Just for confirn how to keep the visa status.
Was there any special guidance DYes |ZNO

arranged for exchange students?




Date of beginning of the class month8 day23

IV. Other process to be completed after arriving

1. Was it necessary to get any permission of staying after arriving? If yes, where, report on when, and how

to apply for a permission? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?
No

2. Were there any other procedures you completed after arriving? (E.g. medical checkup, inoculation and
etc.) If yes, report on where, when, and how did you complete them? How long and how much did it take?

Was there any trouble?
Uploding Immunization/vaccine requirements. (Make sure you have already got immunization that you are

required.)

3. Did you open any bank account abroad? How did you open it and what kinds of documents were

required to apply? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?
No

4. Did you purchase any cellphone? How did you open it and what kinds of documents were required to

purchase it? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?
No, | have got SIM card before leaving.

V. Course registration and classes

1. When and how did you register your courses?

XIBefore departure (approximate date: month5day19)

DXonline [JFilling out an application form [_] Not allowed to register [ ]other( )
[]After arriving (approximate date: around month day )

[lOnline []with support by International office at the host university

[ ] Not allowed to register [ Jother( )
Was there any priority as an exchange | [ |Yes >XINo
student?

If your answer is Yes, please report on the detalils.

If your answer is No, how did you register your classes?
For the first time, | told the coordinator the class that | wanted to take. After activating my account for channel

islands, i could change my class.

If you had registered the courses before departure, could you change or add any classes after arriving? Could

you register all the classes which you wished to attend?
Yes. We could change classes after 2 weeks from the beginning of the semester.




VI. Weekly Schedule (Please enter your daily life such as class, activities, and self studies.)

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

7:00

8:00

9:00 GLST GLST

10:00 GLST GLST

11:00

12:00 UNIV AFS UNIV

13:00 UNIV AFS UNIV

14:00 AFS

15:00 COMM COMM

16:00 COMM COMM

17:00

18:00

19:00

20:00

21:00

22:00

23:00

24:00

VI. Feedbacks from the beginning of the program to the present

Please give us any feedbacks on the host university, your program, classes, dormitory, and your life

abroad.

It may be hard for international students to live there without a car because the campus is located far from the
town. There are no supermarkets or grocery stores. However, most of the students from the US have their cars
so | have been helped by my friends here.

Though | was afraid of "Asian hate" in the US, | have never experienced being discriminated against by other
people on campus. People around me are so kind and they are interested in having conversations with me.
Moreover, although | was concerned about my English skills, they understand that English is not my mother
tongue and try to understand my English. The same thing has occurred in the class. Not only classmates but also
professors try to understand and help with my English. The difference between the class in Japan and here is
that students are eager to state their opinion positively. | have been stimulated by them because | can gain
different perspectives. What you are required is to have your own opinion for every single thing and being

suspicious of every event.

Please give some advice to the students who are willing to study abroad at the same host university in

the future.




Actually, | was really concerned about studying abroad because of the covid, my grade, and job hunting, and so
on. However, what | have thought since | came to California is that there are no mistakes. Sometimes, we are
required to state our opinion or thoughts in classes. What | have been surprised at is that no one refuses other
opinionss but they accept each of them. Even if you are concerned about going abroad or staying in Japan, the
decision that you make is always correct. On the other hand, if you are a bit interested in going and studying
abroad, | what you to cherish your interest.

It is necessary for you to study English. It is obvious that the more skills you have, the more experience and
knowledge you can get not only in Japan but also when you study abroad. | don't even have a high score in
TOEIC and English skills. However, what | believe is "What one likes, one will do well." What | am proud of
myself is that | like to have a conversation with others in English. Not only for studying TOEIC or GPA but also for
everything, the score or outcomes will follow you if you like to do it. So my advice is, love what you do if you want
to improve it.




