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Africa and Asia are two regions, two continents with a growing role on the
international scene but their scale and complexity only permits to examine some
key questions.

The twenty first Century presents a radically different economy and society. The
globalization of trade and commerce, rapid technological changes, emergence of
new technologies, ICT revolution, and the emergence of a knowledge economy are
bringing forth new challenges around the world in general, and in Africa and Pacific
BERAE region, in particular.

There is considerable consensus about the answer to the new challenges posed
by globalization and this is regional and subregional integration.

This course examines those two continents from the integration perspective
without forgetting international cooperation. Lessons 1 to 3 cover Africa and its
Regional Economic Communities while lessons 4 and 5 cover Asian integration. The
last lessons faces European Union Relations both with Africa and Asia.
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This is an introductory course on the history of international relations in the
contemporary era. The course will cover the development of the international
history from Westphalian System till nowadays, with special attention to the
foreign policies of XX century, the Soviet Union and the United States during the
Cold War. The course will also deal with topics such as East-West relations in
Europe; European integration; the external relations of Asia and the Middle East;
decolonization and conflict in the developing world.

Students are expected to attain a broad understanding of the critical developments
in international relations, and of the main historical and theoretical debates about
them.

By the end of the course, students will be expected to be able to identify the
nature and scope of the issues raised concerning the history of international
relations; summaries and appraise the relative merits and demerits of alternative
views and interpretations about international history, foreign policy, economics,
leadership and strategy, and evaluate their significance; identify problems, assess
evidence, and reach conclusions consistent with them; devise and sustain
arguments about these topics using the tool of analysis gained during the course.
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This course introduces students to the study of the Foreign Policy in general (as
a sub—area of the International Relations), and to the analysis of the Contemporary
Spanish Foreign Policy—Relations in particular, since the Franco Regime (1939-
1975) up to now.

According to the design of the International Relations Degree at the King Juan
Carlos University, the course has a multidisciplinary character. This implies, that
the approach to the subject will take into consideration not only the historical
dimension (the evolution) of the Spanish Foreign Policy, but also, the legal, political,
sociological, public opinion, and, of course, the International Relations aspects of
such policy. In this sense, our approach goes far beyond of the traditional Foreign
Policy concept, covering also the “parallel diplomacy”™ and the public diplomacy, in
which not only the States participate, but also the non-governmental actors (public
as well as private). Therefore, this course is not only about the study of the
Foreign Policy, but also about the study of the “External Relations” .

The contents of this course are divided into three complementary parts. The first
part focuses on the structures, instruments and processes of the foreign policy
decision-making procedures. The second part applies those instruments to the
analysis of the Spanish foreign policy and external relations, which will be studied
profoundly from the 19309 till to the present time. The third part will be focused in
the analysis of the geographic areas of interest for the Spanish foreign policy.
This comprehensive approach pursues to provide students with useful instruments
that make them capable of identifying and analysing the basic features of foreign
policy in general, and to be able to critically analyse the Spanish foreign policy—
external action in particular, including their domestic and external factors and the
dynamics of change and continuity during the analysed period.
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The aim of this course is to give tools for the understanding of the meaning of
the integration processes in the Ibero America region. Specifically, it firstly takes
a historical approach of the construction of such processes. Secondly, it explains

BEARNA their political and legal dimensions. Finally, it gives useful tools for the
understanding by students of the current dynamics and problems of such
integration processes.
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This subject wants to provide students with the basic and essential knowledge
for understanding the degree that is beginning to take. The matter of
“Constitutional systems and models in the International arena” provide the
aforementioned elements and basic tools for students to learn in general the
political and legal situation of different States with a preeminent role in the
international arena.

This matter, though taught by teachers of law, it is really important to
understanding all the factors that influence the development and evolution of the
world today. But, however, to arrive at such knowledge is necessary to know the
beginning of the State as a political organization and monitor its progress very
closely. Just understanding the roots of our constitutional system, allows a
consistent and adequate analysis of world affairs, both political and legal (but also
social).

Since this is a basic subject and there are no prerequisites for courses. As for
the recommendations, students should be aware that this subject requires reading
texts of differents kinds to help the introduction by the students in the field that
develops this subject.

This discipline presented here wants to introduce students to a complex area: the
network of legal and political institutions; completion, thus the knowledge of the
structures, processes and institutions of contemporary societies.
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As individuals’ lives increasingly span national boundaries, States are debating
the rights of people as partners of the earth planet. The International Relations
before 1945 were based of the concept of the “State” as a main actor on the
international field. After the II World War, the new International Order, change
everything, giving the main role to a new legal institutions: International
Organizations.
New objectives, for a new way to understand the world, couldn’ t be used as a
part of the traditional States points of views of the world problems.
New concepts as human security, democratic governance, poverty reduction,

BEAR Sustainable Development Goals, develop, equity, gender rights, children rights,
human rights are the new words for a new world.
We need to know during the academic course “what and when™ and how the
International Organizations are contributing to get a new international order,
different. Because another world is possible, we need understand the main actors
on the world international scene. From the global, United Nations system, to the
regional, the European Union and others regional institutions.
This Course is an exploration of the new international order born in 1945, and the
situation of the process on the XXI| century.
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The European Union was born in 1992, with the Treaty of Maastricht. It has then
a very short political history. And even shorter if we consider that until the Treaty
of Lisbon of 2009 it was not even a Legal person. Though this is not entirely true,
as the European Union is a result of a long period of integration that goes beyond
the 9 May 1950. It is a common place to consider that the European Union, which
features 27 nation-states —The UK excluded- that, despite their long historical
traditions, are tending to be subsumed into supranational organizations, whose
purviews and authorities are continuously expanding European Union, is essentially
based in an economic integration process, as since the 1950 Schuman Declaration
the “Community Acquis” (Acquis Communautaire) has seriously and irrevocably
reduced national sovereignty aims at consolidate a Common Market.
Nevertheless notions of national identity are far from extinct as Europe’ s
longest—standing nation-states not only have not disappeared but in many ways
the scope and impact of the national state has actually intensified. In fact, in what
has probably been a backlash against this trend towards supranational integration,
many Europeans identify more and more with their “homelands,” calling for
regional pride. If the EU is hard to understand is because its creation has not
superseded its Member States. That means that without knowing the background
of European political history it is impossible to understand the process of European
integration. In this course we will get back to the origins of European nations and
states, in order to allow students to understand the contemporary meaning of
crucial realities such as Law, the State, Government and Politics, and restore a
taste and hunger for general culture that is, sadly, disappearing in our societies,
drowned out by more “practical” technological and economic concerns. But it is
not only sad. It makes EU reality ununderstandable. And that makes very difficult
dealing with the European integration process in the everyday life. By the end of
the course, students would not only have broadened their culture but should be
able to understand the present European Union reality according to the origins of
its essential institutions.
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