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Report of the program activities (during the program)

Date of reporting year2021 monthll day3

Host University Siegen University

X] | belong to a specific department(Please fill out the following information)

% Name of the department: volkswirtschaftslehre

Department you belonging to [ ] I do not belong to any specific department and taking the classes of

at the host university various majors

[_]other:

Duration of the exchange year2021 month September to year2022 month March
program

Department you belong to at | School of Commerce Major(field of study)Commerce / Graduate school of

Meiji University Major

Year (before departure) Undergraduate: year3,”Graduate [JMasters [JDoctorate year

|. How did you find the information to prepare for your departure? Please report and give some

advises for future exchange students going abroad on what they need to know and be

informed.
The best thing | think | did was having contact with the person who previously went abroad to study at the
University of Siegen. You can get the e-mail address if you asked to the International Student Office. Getting
information from the person who have already experienced made me imagine how life would be in Germany
easily. | also think learning the basics of German was a advantage for me. At least some phrases that could be
used after getting to the country for example "Wo ist -" which means "where is -"

II -1. Preparing before going exchange program (About VISA) X Please report in detail.

Type:Student Visa Where to apply: City hall

How long did it take to get a VISA :haven't
received yet

(How long did it take from the application to the acquisition of
your VISA?)

Cost:100 euros

What kinds of documents were required to submit to apply for VISA? How did you prepare those

documents?

2 passport copies, 1 biometric photo(taken in Siegen), certificate verifying registration with a health insurance
company(welcome weeks), proof that you will be able to finance your stay in Germany(block account),
application at the registration office(welcome weeks), application for a residence title(welcome weeks),
"Einzugsbescheinigung(confirms that you have moved)" from the landlord (you can get one after you get
permission to stay in the WG from the landlord), matriculation certificate from ISA (get one from the university)

Please report on the details of applying process.

Firstly, you have to make a reservation via internet and then you go to the city hall with required documents with
you.

If you took any interview at the Embassy, please report on the details of the questions you were asked.

Were there any difficulties or notices to take the VISA?

The fastest reservation was 2 months ahead (made a reservation in September but the earliest was in
November) so | think it takes some time




I -2. Preparation before departing for exchange program (Other topics)

Please report on any other necessary preparation before your departure. (E.g. Preparation of money,

purchasing a cellphone, shipments of your commodities, and etc.)

You need a blocked account to get a visa as for the evidence of capital. | used a service called "expatorio” to
open a blocked account. Furthermore, | changed 100,000 yen to euro in case of emergency or when | couldn't
activate my block account.

For cell-phones, | used the cellphone itself that | usually use in Japan. But | used a e-SIM to use internet when |

arrived to Germany.

Il. After Arrival

1. Arrival Information

Airline JAL

How to purchase air | HIS

ticket XFALERITH - RITH A, BBRMZEHEBRENDIIEHRALTTRE,
Arrival airport Frankfurt Airport Arrival time 4pm

[J Pick-up of | [JPick-up of | [X] Public transportation | [Jtaxi [Jother
How to get to the campus

host university | your friend (XBus [JTrain)

How long did it take from | 1 hour and 40 minuts from Frankfurt hbf to Siegen hbf

the airport to the

campus?

Are there any important points to get to the campus? Please inform on the cost of taxi or any

transportations.

Since the time | arrived to Germany was too late that | couldn't have the key for the dorm in the day | arrived. You will talk about
the day you can get a key from the landlord through e-mail. Therefore, | stayed in Frankfurt for 1 night at toyoko-inn. In the next
day, | used a Flix bus to go to Siegen hbf from Frankfurt hbf. The price for the Flix Bus was around 13 euros depanding on when

you reserve a seat. After arriving to Siegen hbf, | used a taxi to my dorm. The taxi cost 15 euros.

Arrival date month9date2timelpm

2. Housing

Did you check-in | []Yes If your answer is “No”: The date you checked-in was...
soon after | XINo monthSeptemberday?2
arriving?

Type of housing | IXIDormitory []Apartment XJOther(WG)

Type of the | [JAlone [Jtwo persons XOther (four persons)

room

Room mates [ 1Japanese Student XInternational Student []JOther( )

How to find the | DXIRecommendation from host university [ Jby yourself []other( )

accommodation

Details of the | The mail about residence will be sent from the university. The dorm | chose was like a room
application share that you share the kitchen and the bathroom. You need to get permission to stay in the
same dorm (WG) from the students who already stays there. Some students will hold a zoom
meeting to know more about you. After getting permission, you have to e-mail the landlord and

also pay a deposit The rent for the first month to reserve your room.




Have you decided your accommodation before departure or after arriving easily? Were there any troubles
to find it?

| got a permission from the students before going to Germany. The list of students mail adresses will be sent from the landlord. |

sent e-mails to students at the end of July. There will be less opened rooms if you sent the e-mail late so becareful about it.

3. Orientation

Was there any orientation? XYes [ INo

Date September 2 - end of September

Was it mandatory to attend? [ IYes XINo

Did it cost any? XINo. It’s free of charge. [ ]Yes(Cost: )

Contents (details)

Was there any special guidance | XYes [ INo

arranged for exchange students?

Date of beginning of the class monthOctoberday11
IV. Other process to be completed after arriving

1. Was it necessary to get any permission of staying after arriving? If yes, where, report on when, and how

to apply for a permission? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?

The university will help for the application during the welcoming weeks. The permission of staying will be held with
the application of Visa. You have to make a reservation via internet to the city hall for application though the earliest
would be 2 months ahead.

2. Were there any other procedures you completed after arriving? (E.g. medical checkup, inoculation and
etc.) If yes, report on where, when, and how did you complete them? How long and how much did it take?

Was there any trouble?

3. Did you open any bank account abroad? How did you open it and what kinds of documents were

required to apply? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?

The university will help opening a bank account during the welcome weeks. The university will ask if you want to
open a bank account (sparkasse) via e-mail. You can open a bank account if you said yes and the university will
also prepare for the required documents. After your arrival to Germany, you will activate the bank account by doing
a procedure at a bank.

4. Did you purchase any cellphone? How did you open it and what kinds of documents were required to

purchase it? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?

| bought a e-SIM before my arrival to Germany. you can get 1GB for 5.99% for 15days by stork mobile. You can buy
it online and it is easy. After my arrival to Germany, | bought a O2 SIM which is 3.5GB in 9.99 euros. The setting for
the first time can be held online but | would suggest to do it at a shop with your passport because the settings will
be held in German.




V. Course registration and classes

1. When and how did you register your courses?

[ IBefore departure (approximate date: month day )
[lonline [JFilling out an application form [] Not allowed to register [ Jother( )
XAfter arriving (approximate date: around month day )
X]Online [_JWith support by International office at the host university
[ ] Not allowed to register [ Jother( )
Was there any priority as an exchange | X]Yes [ INo
student?

If your answer is Yes, please report on the detalils.
Even though the period of course registration was over, | could still register for the course by emailing or asking the
responsible professor.

If your answer is No, how did you register your classes?

If you had registered the courses before departure, could you change or add any classes after arriving? Could

you register all the classes which you wished to attend?
The university will ask which course to take before your arrival, but you can change courses online.




VI. Weekly Schedule (Please enter your daily life such as class, activities, and self studies.)

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
7:00
wake u wake u wake wake u wake u
8:00 P P P P
up
tri homework | homework
9:00 P
. European homework | homework wake up wake up
10:00 Competition
Policy
11:00 European trip or | trip or
' Competition homework | homework
Policy
i European
12:00 and
International
Economic
Law
i European
13:00 and
International
Economic
Law
Monetar World Deutsch 2 0 shoppin
14:00 netary _ _ go shopping
Policy society, - Zielstufe
worid Al.2
culture and
world
politics
i Monetary World Deutsch 2
15:00 Policy society, - Zielstufe
worid Al.2
culture and
world
politics
i go shopping Deutsch 2
16:00 - Zielstufe
Al.2
Deutsch 2
17:00 - Zielstufe
Al.2
18:00
19:00
20:00
21:00
22:00
slee slee slee slee slee slee slee
23:00 p p p P p p p
24:00




VI. Feedbacks from the beginning of the program to the present

Please give us any feedbacks on the host university, your program, classes, dormitory, and your life

abroad.
I've decided to move in to the dorm Gliickaufstrae which is in the mountains. The campus for some departments

(AR campus) is 5 minutes’ walk but the campus | go is in the city which is the US campus for economic students.
There are also place to go shopping in the city and it is around 15 minutes by bus. The bus is useful because it is
free of charge. You can go to Disseldorf which is 2 hours and a half by train when you miss Japan.

Please give some advice to the students who are willing to study abroad at the same host university in

the future.
I met with a lot of international students around the world and got impressed by how the live their lives and their

thoughts for the future. It would be better if you can speak German before your arrival. About the English
examinations, | used one text book and one exercise book for the IELTS. | also listened to TED for the listening
skills, read articles from the internet in English for the reading skills, participated in the English café held by Meiji
university for the speaking skills. Just imagine your life in abroad or watch some videos and you might be
motivated.




