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Report of the program activities (during the program)

Date of reporting year2021 month10 day29

Host University SiegenUniversity

[] I belong to a specific department(Please fill out the following information)

2 Name of the department:

Department you belonging to X] | do not belong to any specific department and taking the classes of

at the host university various majors

[ ]Other:

Duration of the exchange year2021 month09 to year2022 month08
program

Department you belong to at | School of Literature Major(field of study)Western History / Graduate school of

Meiji University Major

Year (before departure) Undergraduate: yearThird years,/Graduate [JMasters [JDoctorate year

|. How did you find the information to prepare for your departure? Please report and give some

advises for future exchange students going abroad on what they need to know and be

informed.

You don't need to worry about VISA, bank account and health insurance, because after | arrived, the
coordinator explained all procedures. When it comes to language skills, it better of having the skills to some
degree. If you decide the courses that you take before you arrive, it is much easier to register the courses. They
don't have so many courses in English so, you might have no option except for the course in German. If you want
to take a course in German, you need to acquire up to snuff German skills.

II -1. Preparing before going exchange program (About VISA) X Please report in detail.

Type:VISA for students Where to apply:city hall

How long did it take to get a VISA:3 month
(How long did it take from the application to the acquisition of
your VISA?)

Cost:100euro

What kinds of documents were required to submit to apply for VISA? How did you prepare those

documents?

two copies of passport, biometric photo, health insurance certificate, financial certificate, enrollment certificate,
residency contract

Please report on the details of applying process.

| followed the orientation explain. | made an appointment for admission of residency by homepage. It took 2
month. Then | made an appointment for VISA by call and it also took a month.

If you took any interview at the Embassy, please report on the details of the questions you were asked.

Were there any difficulties or notices to take the VISA?

Japanese can enter Germany without VISA. After arrival, we have to do some stuff and it takes 3 months in total.

I -2. Preparation before departing for exchange program (Other topics)

Please report on any other necessary preparation before your departure. (E.g. Preparation of money,

purchasing a cellphone, shipments of your commodities, and etc.)




M. After Arrival

1. Arrival Information

Airline ANA

How to purchase air | Homepage

ticket XHAALRITH RITTAN, BRMEZHERENHNULEALTTRIL,
Arrival airport Frankfurt Airport Arrival time 5am

[J Pick-up of | []JPick-up of | [X] Public transportation | [Jtaxi [Jother

How to get to the campus host university | your friend (XIBus [X]Train)

How long did it take from | at most 3 hours

the airport to the

campus?

Are there any important points to get to the campus? Please inform on the cost of taxi or any

transportations.

| downloded the app, DBnavigator. | can search the way to Siegen hbf and pay in app. But | needed to chenge the train 3 times.
It took more than | expected because | asked which train | should take every single time. It costs 15 euro in total. You can take a

bus from Siegen hbf to the dorm but | carried two big suitcase. then | took a taxi and it costs around 10 euro.

Arrival date month09dateOltimellam

2. Housing

Did you check-in | XYes If your answer is “No”: The date you checked-in was...

soon after | [_|No month day

arriving?

Type of housing | XIDormitory [JApartment []Other( )

Type of the | [JAlone [Jtwo persons X]Other (4 people)

room

Room mates XlJapanese Student XInternational Student []Other( )

How to find the | XIRecommendation from host university [_]by yourself []Other( )

accommodation

Details of the | | gotan email and the list of mail of student who search for roommate from the dorm manager.

application | sent an email to the students. After | got permission of move-in from the student, | informed it
to the manager then transfer deposit and first month rent. All took a week.

Have you decided your accommodation before departure or after arriving easily? Were there any troubles
to find it?

3. Orientation

Was there any orientation? XYes [ INo

Date

Was it mandatory to attend? XYes [ INo

Did it cost any? DXINo. It's free of charge. [ ]Yes(Cost: )

Contents (details) In September, there are city tour, hiking and something like that 3 times in a
week. It's not mandatory, but | needed to attend important meeting 3 times
and received the documents.




Was there any special guidance |X|Yes |:|NO

arranged for exchange students?

Date of beginning of the class month10day11

IV. Other process to be completed after arriving

1. Was it necessary to get any permission of staying after arriving? If yes, where, report on when, and how

to apply for a permission? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?
| followed the orientation explain. | made an appointment for admission of residency by homepage. It took 2 month.

Then | made an appointment for VISA by call and it also took a month. It costs 100 euro.

2. Were there any other procedures you completed after arriving? (E.g. medical checkup, inoculation and
etc.) If yes, report on where, when, and how did you complete them? How long and how much did it take?

Was there any trouble?
| joined the health insurance that university recommends. | kept in touch with coordinator a weeks and filled in
some form. It costs 100 euro monthly.

3. Did you open any bank account abroad? How did you open it and what kinds of documents were

required to apply? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?
The coordinator asked me if | open bank account or not. Then | filled in some form. They prepared all documents

and | could open bank account in a month.

4. Did you purchase any cellphone? How did you open it and what kinds of documents were required to

purchase it? How long and how much did it take? Was there any trouble?

Because | bought sim card, | could buy a cellphone on online. | received a cellphone in a couple days

V. Course registration and classes

1. When and how did you register your courses?

[ IBefore departure (approximate date: month day )
[lonline [JFilling out an application form [] Not allowed to register [ ]other( )
XAfter arriving (approximate date: around month day )
X]Online [_JWith support by International office at the host university
[ ] Not allowed to register [ Jother( )
Was there any priority as an exchange | [ ]Yes >XINo
student?

If your answer is Yes, please report on the detalils.

If your answer is No, how did you register your classes?

| registered at UNISONO which is homepage as we do in Meiji uni. | wrote an email to professor if | can take the
course.

If you had registered the courses before departure, could you change or add any classes after arriving? Could
you register all the classes which you wished to attend?




VI. Weekly Schedule (Please enter your daily life such as class, activities, and self studies.)

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

7:00

8:00

9:00

10:00 self-study

11:00 self-study

200 | e
Economic Law Economic Law

1300 | e
Economic Law Economic Law

14:00 self-study German course | self-study

15:00 self-study German course

16:00 self-study German course

17:00 self-study German course English course

18:00 English course

19:00

20:00

21:00

22:00

23:00

24:00

VI. Feedbacks from the beginning of the program to the present

Please give us any feedbacks on the host university, your program, classes, dormitory, and your life

abroad.

Out of order my room's Wifi, dropped my phone and broke it and had a high fever, | go through a rough patch
after arrival. But | have many exchange friends and spend good time so far. And | go to small trip with friends and
I'm keeping good work life balance. Though a half of all course is for master, | can manage to follow the master
course. Only problem is that | don't have many German friends so far. So, | try to touch base with German
students next time.

Please give some advice to the students who are willing to study abroad at the same host university in

the future.

Siegen is not so small city and we can go to central city in 1 or 2 hours by train. Because Siegen is called the city
of students, people understand English not just in university but at any place even though | didn't know German
at all. If studying abroad would be successful or not is up to you, how much motivation you have and having the
courage enough to take action. It's pretty much difficult to put myself out of comfort zone. However, you ask
friends for help and only thing you should is taking a step.




