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Dr. Alexis Harley visited Japan in October 2024. We met a few years ago, at the
Romantic Society of Australia and Australasia conference “Romantic Generations”
(December 2021). Alexis co-edited my article “Strange Romanticism: Herman
Melville’s Typee (1846) (with Claire Knowles and Tom Ford), as part of the special
issue of the leading international journal European Romantic Review (Volume 35, 28
February 2024). I had visited Dr. Harley at La Trobe University to give a paper
entitled “Characterizing the Pacific: Phillippe Jacques de Loutherbourg and John
O’Keefe’s Omai, or a Trip Around the World (1785)” in March 2023 and again at the
RSAA Conference at Monash University, Melbourne in December 2023. In turn, Dr.



Harley had made a previous visit 2-9 October 2023, during which Alexis and myself
participated in a roundtable on “European Cultures/Pacific Histories” (Nihon
University), and Alexis led Meiji undergraduate students in a discussion of “Australia
and National Identity”, gave a plenary address (alongside Don Carter and Claire
Knowles) at Japan Association for Romantic Studies annual conference (Japan
Women’s University) and spoke at an event I organized at Meiji on “English
Literature and the Pacific”. Dr. Harley’s October 2024 activities consolidated this
collaboration, enabling us to explore new research possibilities.

On Thursday October 24, Dr. Alexis Harley arrived in Tokyo, accompanied by Dr.
Tom Ford and Dr. Claire Knowles, also from La Trobe University. On October 25, 1
accompanied them to Kyoto. On Saturday 26 October we attended the Japan
Association for Romantic Studies fiftieth annual conference at Doshisha University,
Kyoto. On Sunday 27 October, Dr. Harley gave a paper entitled “Shelleyolatry and the
Pacific Settler Colonies” and I gave a paper entitled

Orientalism and Islamophobia in Thomas Moore’s Lallah Rookh (1817)’”. Around
twenty people attended in total.
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On Monday 28 October, Dr. Harley returned to Tokyo to speak at an event |
compéred, entitled “Tokyo Humanities Café”. This is a quarterly event that takes
place at Ryouzan Park, Sugamo, and aims to bring research outside the university by
enabling humanities practitioners to present their work in an informal, supportive,
and lively atmosphere. Alexis’ talk was entitled “"Honeybees and hive politics in
literature". Around thirty people attended.

On Tuesday 22 October, Dr. Harley gave a special lecture entitled “Troping Tahiti in
the Age of the Darwins” at Liberty Tower, Floor 7, Room 1076, Surugudai, Meiji
University. After Dr. Harley’s talk, a special symposium I organized took place. This
was entitled “Pacific Intermediality” and explored how the Pacific has been
represented in works that combine image, music, text and other medial forms. The

following papers were given at this event:

Tomobhito Baji (University of Tokyo), “Epeli Hau'ofa and Pacific Anticolonial
Cosmopolitanism”;

Claire Knowles (La Trobe University, Melbourne), “The Female poet and Trans-
Oceanic Romanticism”;

Alex Watson (Meiji University), “The Intermedial Margins: Annotation and
[llustration in William Mariner and John Martin’s An Account of the Natives of the
Tonga Islands (1817)”;



Thomas Schwarz (Nihon University) “Pacific Islands as Laboratories of the
Anthropocene in German Nature Writing”;

Thomas H. Ford (La Trobe University, Melbourne), “Deros: crew culture on the
rocks”;

Michael D. H. Yates (Rikkyo University) “Osamu Tezuka's manga interpretation of
the post-WWII Pacific bomb-testing period of the early 1950s”.

Around ten people participated.

On Wednesday 23 October, Dr. Alexis Harley gave a class on adaptations of Mary
Shelley’s Frankenstein for undergraduate students in my period 3 Discussion and
Debate Class. Dr. Harley was accompanied by Dr. Knowles. Frankenstein was
selected because it linked with a talk I gave previously, entitled “Romanticism in Asia:
Junji Ito’s Frankenstein (2018)”. One of my graduate students also attended, because
she is studying literary adaptation. As preparation, the class had watched the James

Whale film adaptation in the previous class and had discussed the following questions:

1) What, to you, makes the monster monstrous?

2) Do you know of any adaptations of the Frankenstein story that are relevant to
your own cultural background? (ie. Korean e-makings of the story, Japanese
engagements with the story etc.)

3) What do you see as the most important message of the book?

During class, we discussed the following questions:

1) Have you read Frankenstein before? Have you encountered the Frankenstein
story in some other format (ie. Film, TV, manga, art etc.).
2) Before you read the book, did you have any pre-conceived ideas about it?
3) How do you feel about Dr. Frankenstein? Is he the villain of the book? Why,
why not?
4) What do you think about the way that the family, and father/son relationships
are portrayed in the book?
5) Do you feel sorry for the monster?
6) What do you know about Mary Shelley?
The students gave excellent, insightful contributions, including explaining to Dr.
Harley about the recent Japanese tv adaptation “Frankenstein’s Love”. Around 15

students participated.



On Thursday 24 October, Dr. Watson had meetings with Dr. Harley, Dr. Knowles
and Dr. Ford. As a result of Dr. Harley’s trip, they mooted the idea of jointly
organizing a conference at Meiji, on Australian Gothic, perhaps to take place in May,
June or July 2025. Dr. Watson also agreed to collaborate with Dr. Harley and Dr.
Knowles on an article on Frankenstein’s reception in Japan, to be targeted at a major

international journal.
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protest as a vehicle for political and social change, which
culminated in the composition of The Mask of Anarchy, one of.
the first modern and memorable expressions of peaceful mass
resistance. The poem notably Influenced the English social
reformer and animal rights activist Henry Salt, whose own
teachings on Shelley would make a significant impact on
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Ir. Furthermore,
Shelley’s writings have continually galvanized readers,
thinkers, authors, activists, and translators throughout the
Americas, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East (Miranda and Percy Shel ley for Our Times
singer, p, 1)
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Alexis Harley speaking at the JAERS Conference.
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Alexis Harley speaking at Tokyo Humanities Café.
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Alexis Harley being listened to by the audience of Tokyo Humanities Café.
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Alexis Harley giving a special lecture at Meiji University.
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Alexis Harley leading a seminar about “Frankenstein” at Meiji University.
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