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Man mistrusts many things, but he will Tol-
low the sun blindly. Its bright light and pleasant
warmth create a certain allure, which the urban
Deing visibly follows. In a choreography repeated
daily, the chairs of small cafés are turned accord-
ing to the current path of the sun. In the same
rhythm, passersby follow sunny sidewalks and
illuminated public squares. [anus-faced, they
stroll between light and shade. If one moment
they are approaching the rays of light, the next
they are seeking protection. Vegetable sellers
shade their wares and pedestrians take out their
sunglasses. Alongside the daily pulsing reac-
tions to the dictatorial presence of the sun, its
influence has long become a decisive advantage
for shops' positions. Shop owners profit from the
sun-ripened happiness of people who fall prey to
consumerism in the pleasure of sunlight. Yet the
ongoing movement of light and shade quickly
takes this temporary advantage away from the

0 1 People walk

in the sunshine.
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Bangkok Climate Data: charts by meteoblue
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Bangkok Average temperatures and precipitation: chart by meteoblue
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Bangkok Cloud cover: chart by meteoblue
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Bangkok Maximum Temperatures: chart by meteoblue
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Bangkok Precipitation: chart by meteoblue
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Bangkok Wind Speed: chart by meteoblue
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Bangkok Wind Rose: chart by meteoblue
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Do urban patterns depend on climate?






Amount of Creen Space per Person

Bangkok Singapore Kuala Lumpur  International
3 sq meters 66.2 sq meters 43.9 sq meters Standard
9 sq meters

Source: 2011 Siemens Green City Index (www.siemens.com/greencityindex)

Bangkok green space 5%
Bangkok road space 8%
Source: BK Magazine



Land Use in the Bangkok Metro-
politan Area

Built up area:
(sq km) Vegetated area:
(sq km)
2009 e
657.29 o il
' 1994
. 1,131.08
1994 e
233.33

B — E——
- — —

Water bodies: 2009 ‘i994
(sq km) 167.95 177.69

Source: BK Magazine

green space 5%
road space 8%

Land Surface Tem-
perature Bangkok
(Annual average in
degrees celsius)

2009 3979




2013

Water Network in Bangkok
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Image: Bertrand Lamon







Paratransit Network




Bangkok Transport Network:

® Trains, skytrain, subway
® Buses

® Riverboats and ferries
® Cars and Taxis

Paratransit Network:

® Minivans
® Songtaew

® TukTuks
® Motorcycle Taxis










Thailand Motorcycles

24,000,000 registered motorcycles (2006)
2,000,000 new venhicles purchased each year

Price: Start around 120,000 JPY
Cost: 10,000-20,000 motorcycle deaths every year

Bangkok

4,000,000 motorcycles
400,000 new motorcycles every year






Always too hot
to walk; never
too cold to ride!

Maximum
Airflow

Engine heat
away from

the body
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Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration estimates

30,000 telephone booths &=
in Bangkok.

e 10,000 authorised

e 4,000 with permits being negotiated

e 14,000 have expired permits and
were ordered for removal in 2012
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would construct a

‘Superskywalk” system,
consisting of 50 km of
clutter- free, elevated
walking space designed
to make Bangkok more
pedestrian friendly.
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Project cost: Bt15 Billion,
Schedule: 4 year construction
Progress: pending



Tropical
Architecture
in Bangkok?

Start at the
sidewalk....
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