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Size and shape distributions of obsidian gravels along the
Wada and the Takayama-Daimon Rivers at Nagawa in
Nagano, central Japan

Yoshikatsu Nakamura®™

Abstract
With the aim to analyze the spatial variation in size and shape, I collected obsidian gravels from the Wada River and
the Takayama-Daimon River at Nagawa in Nagano, central Japan. Obsidian gravels larger than 4 cm in the major axis,
suitable for stone tool production, were found to a downstream point 5 km away from the obsidian source along the Wada
River. On the contrary, obsidian gravels larger than 4cm in the major axis were distributed to a downstream point only 1.5
km away from the obsidian source. Rounded obsidian gravels were found only along the Wada River. These features of
obsidian gravels from the Wada and the Takayama-Daimon rivers could give us some insights into the source of obsidian

implements.
Key words: obsidian gravels; lithic raw materials; Wada River; Takayama-Daimon River
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