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Preliminary Results from the 2011-2012 Excavation

at the Hiroppara Site Group in Nagano Prefecture, Japan

Summary

The Hiroppara wetland is located in the Kirigamine Mountains at 1,400 meters above sea level. Our goals for the
2011 and 2012 excavation seasons were to investigate the Hiroppara wetland during the Late Pleistocene and Early
Holocene by conducting palaeoenvironmental and standard archaeological analyses.

The excavation area 1 (EA-1) at the site complex-I has revealed the following:

1) The presence of Aira-Tn tephra in layer 5 (ca. 28-30 ka cal BP);

2) An Early Upper Palaeolithic stone tool industry from layer 6;

3) Bifacial point industry with a blade core from layers 2b and 3;

4) Pottery assemblages of the late Earliest Jomon and the Early Jomon from layers 2a and 2b.

The excavation area 2 (EA-2) at the site complex-I1 has in turn revealed:

1) An early Late Upper Palaeolithic lithic concentration composed mainly of large blade-like flakes, cores and
some finished tools, and

2) A concentration of Jomon lithic industry associated with the late Earliest Jomon pottery from the layers 2a and
2b.

The palaeoenvironmental and archaeological research have elucidated our understanding of the multi-layered
prehistoric occupations at the site complexes-1 and Il and have allowed us to extract a significant amount of
information on prehistoric human behavior with specific regard to the exploitation, transportation and consumption of
obsidian.

This research is funded by the *MEXT-supported Program for the Strategic Research Foundation at Private
Universities, 2011-2015; Project title: “Historical Variation in Interactions between Humans and Natural Resources:
Towards the Construction of a Prehistoric Anthropography”, headed by Prof. Akira Ono of Meiji University.

*Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan



REEY

5%

50 Mk U550 HEECAESLDBEIEIANIES T
=% L EE PR IR o A AR
= 2011 £ « 2012 L FRR B K CRGEVRIC BT 5 & « HERBEHA
B
YU =X
YY) —XF/KE I
TR faasid  FAEER SanE SmfE LmEDy N
B B VAR B AT v 2 —
T 386.0601 EHIVNLAEMIIAM 36708 BIAAZRRAOMIZEE Y 2 —
_— TEL : 0268-41-8815 FAX : 0268-69-0807
(N
T 101-8301 HHEHATRIHXIESEAT 2-4-1 HEIA R RN 28 =R 1 Big
SRR Y 2 — I/ TEL © 03-3296-4572
FATHEAH 20134E3 A 16 H
a—F
AT U5 5 % FiT dbke R AR | SRA R | SRARR
TR | EYES
FEEPIL N B EAHT R 7 T3 - T3t - 2011. 8. 16.
GOEGEBERE | 5101 FH 1, EAMT| 20350 | weag [0 0T |19 1~ 8 26 20m® | ki
SRR | . - WEgE: |mmss: 2012, 4. 28. m M
MR 5321 36°9'205" [138°9' 75" |~ 5.13
AT U 8 B paivl] TR TR BN TEY LR
RIS
{4 = > A o, % El 4
i B R 2D [HaashH | W&k Easa -
B LS - 58 ISR | AR pEE s E Uik e
HESZIRHC aEkE, Bh
N - Pt
AFEF, JLEREICHET S HEREEC L B ORIHEOMERE Th 5. #Haid, BEAFEEHIC

B BB E) & BRI L OBR 2R A S L ZHINE LTV A.

TR 3m I R SRt - 1

W & dBREGEOR 2 BRI L O DD 5N TV 5. [HRIHRIC & % 0 idd R L g gisic o€,
L T OOMBAEMEIE EBIR L T 5 C L 2IERTE, ThRINEEMEEL I 5. JedE
I TNCH 1 AHAK L5 2 BIAX TV, AT MadiEh 5 SRR HIC =2 WEH 2 Lz, 252
AR A 5 BIECROMPy - PO FIFIC A B Rfr TRIECSEN ) ZRH LT

JE< T B B 7 A A T
2011 4EJ + 2012 4ERELSFHRIES & URLLEBNC 5515 2 5 - BB
201343 H 16 H¥AT

M - FET WA AR AT o & —
T 386-0601 REF/NAREERINKFM 3670-8

BRA AR AT s > 2 —
TEL : 0268-41-8815
FGUEST- A IESENT 2-4-1
WG RIS S = A 1 S
AW o X —RE 8N )=
TEL © 03-3296-4572

LISRET IR = PN

T 101-8301

FlJ]







Preliminary Results from the 2011-2012 Excavation

at the Hiroppara Site Group in Nagano Prefecture, Japan

Center for Obsidian and Lithic Studies, Meiji University
2013



