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Archaeobotanical investigation of domesticated cereals on
Kuribayashi-type pottery in the middle Yayoi period of the
central highland Japan using the Replica-SEM Method

Shin-ichiro Baba ™ and Eiko Endo?

Abstract
This study reports the archaeobotanical analyses of cultivated cereals identified from seed impressions on potsherds
from ten sites in northern Nagano Prefecture, central Japan to examine the introduction and utilization of cereals. The
targeted sites were located along the upper and middle reaches of the Chikuma river, where Kuribayashi-type pottery
was distributed in the middle Yayoi period. From pottery impressions obtained from each site, we identified Oryza sativa
and millet (Setaria italica, Panicum miliaceum), and no change was observed for this package of cereals throughout the

Kuribayashi period.

Keywords: Kuribayashi-type pottery; northern Nagano area; seed impressions; Replica-SEM Method; cultivated

cereals
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