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Cooperation in archaeological and geopark activities:
Geopark session’s summary and the aims of the special
feature reports ‘Archaeology and Geopark’

Jun Hashizume *

Abstract

This paper reports the summary of a geopark session conducted at the 82nd Annual Meeting of the Japanese
Archaeological Association, 2016 and the aims of ‘Archacology and Geopark’, a special feature report presented
in volume 7 of the Proceedings of the Center for Obsidian and Lithic Studies, Meiji University: Natural Resource
Environment and Humans, 2017. Further, the paper discusses the relation between archaeological and geopark activities,
focusing on the practices and challenges in the Japanese Geoparks.

Mutual cooperation in the implementation of these activities can lead to the following synergistic effects:
archaeological activities can contribute to geopark activities through the scientific evaluation of the correlation between
human activity and activity of the Earth; geoparks can refer to archaeological methods and experiences of protection,
conservation and utilization of cultural properties when protecting, conserving and utilizing geological heritage (i.e.
geosite); and collaboration between archaeology and geoparks can provide an opportunity to study archaeological
sites to gain not only information on human history but also geoscientific knowledge and information on the history of

interrelation between humans and activities of the earth.
Keywords: geopark session; aims of the special feature report; archaeology; geopark activities; mutual cooperation
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