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Coordinating Archaeology with Geopark Activities:
Case Study of Oga Peninsula-Ogata Geopark

Yusuke Igarashi*

Abstract

The Global Geopark is an official project of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). Japan Geopark has developed into a project that incorporates the work of many local governments.
The activities of geoparks and archaeology have some similarities. Some geopark activities are conducted using
archaeology. This study examines the effects of integrating a geopark and archaeology, focussing on the practical use of
archaeological sites in the Oga Peninsula-Ogata Geopark. This geopark is a site useful not only for historical education
but also for providing learning opportunities on science and disaster prevention. Thus, this geopark can create a network
between archaeologists and other specialists through fundamental studies based on research grants. Furthermore,
archaeology can also provide a method for developing visitors’ understanding of the relation of human activity and
geological features with the geopark. In the protection of geosites, the geopark can employ archaeological methods to

protect cultural properties. Thus, cooperation in archaeological and geopark activities can produce synergistic effects.
Keywords: archaeology; archaeological sites; geopark; geosites; Oga Peninsula-Ogata Geopark
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