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Geopark activities and archaeology

Masaichi Sato ™

Abstract

This study examines the relations between human and the natural environment developed during geopark
activities.

Considering and combining the geological and ecological information, the author builds a systematic map of
potential resources, which will form a regional research system that is in consonance with archaeological results.

In the Mount Naeba region, people have been exploiting resources, both inorganic and organic, for 10,000 years,
from the period represented by Jomon cultural sites. The snowy environment, typical of this area, appeared in the early
Jomon period, and since then, the need for survival in the harsh landscape shaped the basic culture of the region. Some
people insist that the premodern subsistence techniques bear traces of those prehistoric traditions.

The potential resources distributed in the region are recognizable as elements of the archaeological environment
when we examine the relations between human activity and such resources. These elements can be classified as follows:
climate, topography, riverine ecosystem, geological ecosystem, perspective and other potential resources (for example,
spiritual ones). An atlas of those elements in the region will be useful for understanding the interactions among people
and the local environment from the arrival of mankind in the region.

In addition, when planning the preservation strategies of a geosite, it is necessary to build a preservation system
based on a hierarchical understanding of conservation and protection as well as on the limitations of legal controls. The
perceptions of value by the inhabitants themselves are essential for conservation.

By considering regional studies including archaeology as one wing and conservation as another wing, it would be

possible to lift off the Geopark activities for the future.
Keywords: geopark activity; potential resources; geosite conservation and protection
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