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Study of lithic raw materials for stone tools and geopark
activities

Yoshikatsu Nakamura ™

Abstract

Humans have used rocks and minerals as raw materials for stone tools from the Palaeolithic era. The type of rocks
and minerals used depends on the use of the tool.

Chipped stone tools like knives and spearheads were prepared from raw materials like obsidian and chert, which
casily ensured sharp fractures. Polished stone axes were created from dense, hard and tough raw materials such as
nephrite. Pebble tools such as polishing stones were created from rounded pebbles, which are local lithic raw material and
are casily obtainable from riverbeds near sites. Finally, stone ornaments were prepared from unusual raw material such as
jade and nephrite, which were transported to distant places.

The study of the relation between lithic raw materials and human beings is an important theme in archaeology along

with being a field that is conducive to archaeology for geopark activities.
Keywords : lithic raw materials, nephrite, greenstone, Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark, Shimonita Geopark
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