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Abstract

This paper presents reports on the trial excavation of the Kumi-Miyano site and a field survey of obsidian sources
on the Oki Islands in Shimane Prefecture, Japan. We seek to model the prehistoric exploitation of obsidian as correlated
with patterns of consumption evident at distant sites.

A field survey found raw materials (obsidian nodules) and artifacts at the Kumi, Nishimura and Kamisato sources
of obsidian. About the geological raw materials, we found in two locations of Kumi, one location of Nishimura and
Kamisato. About the archaeological artifacts, we found one site of Kumi. As suggested by diagnostic tool types, Kumi
seems to have been used during the Upper Palaeolithic and Jomon periods.

Our trial excavation found a point-making industry at Kumi. Five test trenches (1 x 1 metres) were excavated,
and the Aira-Tn tephra (AT: about 30000 cal yr BP) were detected at 50 centimetres. The assemblage included 1,538
examples of raw materials (18.575 kilograms), 1,819 flakes and chips (3.481 kilograms), four cores, two bipolar pieces,
two scrapers and single examples of a retouched flake and a point. Because the Kumi-Miyano site is located on the
source of obsidian, we excavated numerous lithic debitage that exhibit end-Pleistocene features.

Our results shed new light on the distribution and procurement of obsidian on the Oki Islands. Future studies can
apply our results to map obsidian sources and archaeological sites more comprehensively and to expand excavations of

the point industry at the Kumi-Miyano site.
Keywords: Oki Islands, obsidian sources, point industry, trial excavation, field survey
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