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Field observations on obsidian sources and obsidian tools
from the Kikuwaka site in Kozu Island, Japan

Takashi Tsutsumi % Taro Funaki® Fumika Ikeyama®,
Jo Aikawa *, Rina Ono*, and Shogo Kataoka*

Abstract
Kozu Island is one of the most representative prehistoric obsidian sources of the Japanese archipelago. Obsidian from the island was
widely distributed over wide areas around Kanto and Tokai regions from the palaeolithic to the Yayoi era. The obsidian acquisition at
the island has been received wide attention for a long period, and is now sometimes referred to as an evidence of the modern human
behavior of first settlers of the Japanese archipelago. The authors carried out a field survey of the island in August 2018 to examine
the landscape of outcrops and prehistoric sites. More than ten obsidian lithic materials were surface-collected at one of the sites,
Kikuwaka, which would belong to the middle to late Jomon era. XRF analysis was conducted on them and some additional materials
which had been also surface-collected from the site. The analysis confirmed that most of the Kikuwaka materials would have been
originated from the Onbase outcrop, which is congruent with the feature of Kozu Island obsidian materials found from most mainland
sites. The provenance analysis on materials from Kozu Island sites has been rare, thus our result would help us to understand the

history of the island and its obsidian resource.
Keywords: Obsidian, Kozu Island, provenance analysis, the Middle to Late Jomon period, X-ray fluorescence analysis
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