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Selection of construction timber in Pit No. 1 of the late Jomon period
recovered at the Obsidian Mine and Quarry site of the Hoshikuso Pass

Shuichi Noshiro ' *

Abstract

Selection of construction timber in Pit No. 1 of the late Jomon period (ca. 2200-1690 cal BC) at the Obsidian Mine
and Quarry site of the Hoshikuso Pass in Nagano Prefecture, central Japan, was studied. For 78 pieces of construction
timber, 17 taxa of deciduous broad-leaved trees were used, with Castanea crenata, Betula, Pourthiaea villosa, and Quercus
sect. Prinus accounting for 45%, 13%, 8%, and 6%, respectively. For stakes converted from digging tools, shrubs having
dense wood such as Pourthiaea villosa and Callicarpa were selected. Altitudinal distribution in this region of taxa found
in Pin No. 1 indicated that cool-temperate deciduous forests dominated by Quercus crispula accompanied by Betula
platyphylla prevailed around this site. The altitudinal distribution of taxa also indicated that materials of much used
Castanea crenata could have been obtained from scattered individuals in Quercus crispula forests around the site or they
could have been brought to the site from Castanea crenata / Quercus serrata forests having prevailed around settlements at

lower elevations.
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