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Pottery stored ground stone axes

Yoshiaki Kurishima ' *

There are examples of ground stone axes stored in pottery diverted for use as a vessel in the Jomon Period. Data of
18 examples were compiled nationwide, from Middle to Final Jomon. There wasn’t a specific type of pottery used for
storage, such as deep bowl, gourd-shaped, and spouted pottery. Also, most pottery showed reddening of the surface from
being heated, or had adhered soot, an obvious sign that they were diverted as storage vessels. Ground stone axes stored
inside are so called regularly curved (teikakushiki) stone axes, the number of axes stored ranges from one to ten at the
most. Basically, defective pieces were not stored.

Most of the ground stone axes stored in pottery are finished pieces, and the typical way of storage is placing small
axes at the bottom, medium pieces over them, then larger pieces on the top. A part of data shows that it was further
covered by obsidian and a slab-like stone was placed like a lid.

Through examination of ground stone axe storage and used material stones, the background of storing finished
ground stone axes in pottery was inferred as follows. The ground stone axes manufactured from specific material stone
were valuable, and opportunity of acquiring them such as trade was limited. Therefore, it was assumed that ground stone
axes that were able to be obtained from time to time were stored within or around a settlement and were taken out from
storage to be used as needed. Such storage of ground stone axes in pottery was evaluated as a measurement taken by the

Jomon people to utilize limited resources efficiently and frugally.
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