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Stone arrowheads as burial equipment :
Stone arrowheads accompanied No.6 human bone
from Dono Shell Midden

Yoshiaki Kurishima ' *

Abstract

There are only a few examples of shell middens along the coast of the Sea of Japan all through the Jomon period as
there are fewer inlets than the Pacific coast, and there are not many research examples of shell middens, However, Dono
Shell Midden in Sado City, Niigata Prefecture is known nationally as it has yielded many human bones, and especially
among them, 13 arrowheads along with a shark tooth pendant were discovered as burial equipment for Ne6 human
bones, In this article the stone arrowheads were examined in detail, and it was confirmed that they consisted of multiple
arrowhead types and were unused finished products without any defective parts, These were a set of medium/large
arrowheads with quite high conformity manufactured from local stones (jasper or opal), and it was pointed out that there
is a need to consider the possibility of being manufactured in premise of burial equipment,

Examples are relatively well known where lithics such as stone axes, knives, and arrowheads accompany buried
human bones, However, it is rare to yield specially manufactured finished pieces like Dono Shell Midden, and as
arrowheads were organized by forms, there is a strong possibility that they were buried with shafts attached and lined
beside the body, It could be said this example could be an archetype in consideration of burial equipment evaluation and

burial customs in the Jomon period.
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