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Implication of use of Castanea crenata timber in southern
Kyushu during the Yayoi period

Shuichi Noshiro'*

Abstract

Although management and use of forest resources around settlements since the early Jomon period have been
proposed in central to northeastern Honshu, no such management and use of forest resources have been studied in the
Yayoi to Kofun periods. Management and use of forest resources during the Jomon period could be detected from ample
use of Castanea crenata that never dominates in present forests in Japan and Toxicodendron vernicifluum that is native
in China around Jomon settlements. If present dominant taxa such as deciduous or evergreen oaks were used amply
around settlements, it is impossible to know if they derived from natural or artificial forest resources. At three sites of the
Yayoi period in southwestern Kagoshima, timber of deciduous Castanea crenata and Quercus sect. Aegilops was amply
used. Considering the sites’ positions at the southern end of the warm-temperate zone, ample use of these two deciduous
taxa indicated artificial management of Castanea crenata and Quercus sect. Aegilops resources and showed existence of

Satoyama after the Yayoi period for the first time.
Keywords : Kyushu, Castanea crenata, material selection, Quercus sect. Aegilops, resources management, Yayoi period
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