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The transition of obsidian use and regional interaction

during the Epi-Jomon period in eastern Hokkaido

Yoshiaki Otsuka'®, Nobuyuki ITkeya ®, Tsuyoshi Hirakochi *

Abstract

In this article, we aim to discuss the historical significance of the transition of obsidian use and inter-regional
relations in eastern Hokkaido during the Epi-Jomon period by extending obsidian identification to the Utoro Site (from
the Utsunai-IIb phase), comparing the result with other sites in Abashiri and Kushiro region, and analyzing diachronic
dynamics of inter-regional relations.

The results of the obsidian identifications detected three geographical areas in terms of the composition of raw
materials at each site while demonstrating the presence of tools from a few or more obsidian sources within a site, which
is commonly observed in these areas throughout phases I-IV. Based on both obsidian identification and the state of
obsidian distribution, we conclude that the initial one-way communication from Abashiri to Kushiro during Phase II had
developed into an active inter-regional interaction in Phase III, which had possibly continued until Phase I'V.

These results indicate that inter-regional relations in eastern Hokkaido had opened up preliminarily to aid the

establishment of the expansive Kohoku C,-D culture in Phase IV.
Keywords: eastern Hokkaido, Epi-Jomon period, obsidian identification, regional interaction
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