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Abstract

We investigated the distribution of Shinshu-source obsidian from the Moroiso stage in the latter half of the Early Jomon
Period, focusing on the Yamanashi area. The upper Chikuma River basin in eastern Nagano provides various research
opportunities, such as identifying the origin of obsidian. We focused on the Daishi Site, which provides materials from the
Moroiso a-type to Moroiso c-type stages, and analyzed their origins.

The Daishi Site has been confirmed to include a total 13 sources of obsidian across five areas. Obsidian artifacts from
the Wada (WD) area account for over 30% of the total, exceeding 50% of artifacts from the Moroiso b-middle-type stage
and later.

In the Gunma area, obsidian from the Wadatoge group (Wada (WD) area) was significantly prevalent until the Moroiso
b-late-type stage. However, in the Yamanashi area, from the southern foot of Mt. Yatsugatake to the eastern Kofu Basin,
Suwa-Hoshigadai obsidian become more abundant than Wada (WD) obsidian starting from the Moroiso a-type stage. The
Daishi Site closely resembled the situation in the Gunma area until the Moroiso b-middle-type stage. However, after the
Moroiso b-late-type stage, the proportion of Hoshigato group obsidian produced in Suwa-Hoshigadai increased in the
Gunma area and that of the Wadatoge group obsidian decreased significantly. A significant increase of approximately 90%
was observed in materials originating in Suwa-Hoshikadai, even in the Yamanashi area. However, at the Daishi Site, the
Wada (WD) area accounted for most of the materials after the Moroiso b-middle-type stage, revealing a different situation
from that in the Gunma and Yamanashi areas. Further, we were able to grasp the unique aspects of obsidian distribution,
such as a certain amount of obsidian from Tateshina Tsumetayama in each period, which differed from the Gunma and

Yamanashi areas.
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