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Historical significance of obsidian use during the early

Satsumon period

Yoshiaki Otsuka 1*, Nobuyuki Ikeya ’

Abstract

In this article, we discuss the historical significance of obsidian use during the early Satsumon period by extending
obsidian identification to tools recovered from various sites in the central part of the Ishikari Lowland, Eniwa city and
comparing the results with types and surface conditions of tools as well as studies of pottery and site distribution.

The analyses led to the following discoveries: 1) During the early Satsumon period, the sites in the area are characterized
by utilizing raw obsidian materials from multiple sources, primarily from Akaigawa, Shirataki, and Tokachi, along with
Oketo, Asahikawa, Nayoro, and Dekishima in mainland Japan; 2) Regarding the Akaigawa and Shirataki (Mt. Akaishi)
obsidian, raw materials procured from near the producing area and the ones that flowed into rivers are utilized, while for
other areas, only the ones that flowed into rivers are utilized; 3) Despite the variations in the distance between the sites and
each source, all the raw materials are manufactured primarily into end scrapers; and 4) Raw materials are procured from
various sources that are far off the major geographical concentration of the sites.

These discoveries indicate that the extensive procurement of raw materials during the early Satsumon period had aided

the culture’s expansion into the entire Hokkaido in later periods.
Keywords: Hokkaido, central part of Ishikari Lowland, Satsumon period, Obsidian identification
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