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Origin and development of edge-fluted points from
archaeological sites around a catchment area of the Nogawa

River: Focusing on the Shimohara + Fujimicho Site

Miho Suzuki

Abstract

Edge-fluted points were widespread across eastern Paleo-Honsyu Island in the late Upper Paleolithic period. However,
their origin and the process of development in each region are not well understood. On the Musashino Plateau in the
southern Kanto region, these materials have been gradually unearthed since the 1990s, and discussion about them has
recently become more active.

Shimohara * Fujimicho Site is one sites where several edge-fluted points have been excavated. Over a hundred points
have been unearthed, belonging to the several cultural layers of this site. There are no other lithic assemblages of a similar
scale so far, and the study on the chronological process of this assemblage is expected to provide important insights into the
origin and development of the edge-fluted points around this region.

In this study, I analyz the edge-fluted points from the Shimohara * Fujimicho Site from the above perspectives and
present a hypothesis for the three stages of development. In the first stage, several groups such as (the Omegura and
Higashiuchino types, ) were introduced from outside the area. In the second stage, they were integrated and localized; and in
the third stage, they became smaller and uniform.After the third stage, edge-fluted points gradually disappeared and changed

into assemblages primarily comprising small leaf-shaped points.

Keywords: edge-fluted point, Shimohara * Fujimicho Site, catchment area of the Nogawa River, Omegura type point,

Higashiuchino type point
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