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Obsidian Microblade-core at Yunohana Site in Yamagata
Prefecture: Some technical features and it's obsidian source

analysis

o C. 1 C o 2
Yoshiaki Kurishima *, Michinori Ooya

Abstract

The Yunohana site in Yamagata is where “Shirataki microcore type” was first confirmed in mainland Honshu. In this
article, we introduce technical traits of microcores and analyze obsidian provenance. Unearthed microcores are
manufactured on thick obsidian flakes. The ventral face is exploited as a striking platform to produce a core, not to fabricate
a bifacial blank for detaching “longitudinally skispall flakes” as of the Shirataki type. The core platform is covered by linear
abrasion; however, the reduction of microblades is not observed in this case. Exploited obsidian is identified as a manuport
from Oga Peninsula in Akita Prefecture, while those of the Tarukuchi Site and the Yakurai Site with similar type microcores
are also imported from the same source.

Linear abrasions on striking platforms used to be defined as characteristics of the “Shirataki type”. While, from
technological viewpoints, Yunohana microcores clearly belong to the “Horoka type”. Among unearthed specimens, there is a
semi bifacial blank with a longitudinally detached spall to prepare astriking platform. At the Yakurai Site in Miyagi
Prefecture, there existed cores with linear traces on splitted pieces from the distal end of flakes. Examining cores from
Tarukuchi, theoretically it is not consistent with the definition of the “Shirataki type”. Rather it is adequate to reclassify them
as “cores with linear abrasion on striking platforms”. Considering the Mikoshiba type industries also contain above
mentioned microcores, it is immediately necessitated to make clear the technological features and chronological lineages

between them.
Keywords: Microcores, Shirataki type, Yubetu technique, Horoka technique, Oga obsidian
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