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Discovery of the Tonosaki Site and an obsidian artifact on the

Tsushima Island
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Takashi Tsutsumi, Jun Suwama,

Yuichi Nakazawaz, Daniele Petrella3

Abstract

This report discusses an obsidian artifact collected from the northern tip of Tsushima Island, Nagasaki Prefecture, in the
Japan Sea off northern Kyushu.This location has been newly identified during our excavation campaign at the Tonosaki Site.
The collected artifact is classified as the piece esquillée, attributable to the Jomon Period.

An application of the energy-dispersive x-ray fluorescence analysis shows chemical signatures that are identical to the
Koshidake source in the Saga Prefecture, located approximately 160 km away from the Tonosaki Site. This suggests that the
obsidian was transported over the Genkai Strait through seafaring. As the northern end of Tsushima Island is approximately
50 km to the Korean Peninsula, our identification of Koshidake obsidian will provide a basic data set to understand the

prehistoric society in which obsidian may have been circulated as far as the Korean Peninsula.
Keywords: Tsushima Island, Tonosaki Site, piece esquillée, Koshidake obsidian
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