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Distribution pattern and chronological framework of lithic

technologies in the Sannenyama area at the Taku andesite source

Kazutaka Shimada : *, Toshiyuki Sugihara 2,
Yoshikazu Ochi 3, Masahiko Iwanaga !

Abstract

This paper examines distribution patterns and temporal changes of lithic technologies in the Sannenyama area of the
Taku andesite source, located in Taku City, Saga Prefecture. The concept of a “Sannenyama lithic culture” in the Upper
Palaeolithic, characterized by bifacial point, boat-shaped tool and blade removal technique, was originally proposed on a
large lithic assemblage from the Taku-sannenyama site excavated by Meiji University in 1960. However, since the
excavation, the lithic industries of the Taku andesite source have contributed little to broader discussions of lithic economy
in Kyushu region. This limited impact was partly due to chronological uncertainties surrounding the lithic technologies of
the Sannenyama assemblage. To address this issue, this study analyzed lithic assemblages recovered during the second
excavation in the Sannenyama area, conducted in 2002, in order to clarify the chronological and spatial contexts of key lithic
technologies. As a result, distinct lithic technologies and their associated distribution patterns were identified and linked to
the following types: (A) bifacial points, (B) boat-shaped tools, (C) elongated flakes and cores, and (D) cobble-tool-like
cores. Based on chrono-typological analysis within Kyushu, these lithic technologies were assigned to the following periods:
(B) and (C) to the Late Upper Palaeolithic prior to the microblade phase; (A) to the incipient Jomon; and (D) to the initial
Jomon. A tentative chronological framework of the Sannenyama area was proposed. Further research of the Sannenyama
lithic assemblages will contribute to deeper understanding of the human behavior at lithic raw material sources and the

dynamics of lithic economies across the Upper Palaeolithic and Jomon periods, particularly in the northern Kyushu.
Keywords: Taku-sannenyama site, andesite source, Jomon period, Upper Palaeolithic, lithic technology
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